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o the Right Honourable 
JOHN Earl of Exeter. 


ly Lord, 

HE great and high 
Poleior of Heaven 
and Earth has Crown'd 
you with Riches & Hon- 
pur;rankt youamong the 

preat Ones of the W orld, 

the higheſt partof the duſt 
Pt the Farth(as the Wile 
nan callsthe Mountains) 
put you into a terreſtrial 
Paradiſe, encircled with e- 


very thing for ee 
an 
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po MC Þ you 
with thoſe endowments 
- of Mind, and that ſweet: 
neſs of Nature, that may 
entitle you to the charac: 
ter of thoſe Great Men, 
Socrates and T itus, the de- 
light of Mankind, and be- 
 Jovd of all that knowſ 
you ; but yet, my Lord, 
upon all this Glory you 

may write Vanity. 


It is ſaid that ſome of 
the more devout Turks 
when they have ſeen Ma- 
homes s Fomb, put out 
DU. 4, - -. - ol 


"The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 2 
heir Eyes,as thinking no- 


$lMthing ever after worth 
heir beholding; and they 
that havelookt within the 
Vail,ſeen byFaithwhat is 
ike to Senſe, ſee no- 
-ſthing but vanity here be- 
-Mlow,but they that do nor, 

v | the Gad of this world has 

| blinded their- eyes that 


uf they cannot ſee afar off, 


My Lord, 
ff Yourgreat experience 
&fathome and abroad,may 
have ſufh cientlyInſtruQ- 
ed you in this T ruth; and 4 
"there : ""j 
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thereby render'd . anyiſh, 
thing of that naturein this 
Treatiſe needlefs,yet with 
 afinceredeſire thatas you 
poſſeſs theR ichesand Ho- 
nour of this World, you 
may inherit the durable 
Riches that Wiſdom 
oives,andtheHonour that 
comes from God only,it 
is preſented to yourLord- 
ſhip,as a debt due to your 
Great Name, but greater 


Worth, from 
© Your Lordſhigs 


moſt humble Servant; 


- 
/ . / alle . 
% 
ths "_ ” p _—— : x 4 
%# 4 bg La San Wy 626 F 4 
» Hf #1 


PEEPEPPDE 
To the 


d : 
q 4 


Avid fa ayes all men are Va- 

| F nity, and Solomon (Da- 

vid's Sor) ſayes all things 

re ſo (not onely vain in the Con- 

crete, but Vanity in 1he "wo 
hey, in their beſt State The Þ, 


thezr greateſt "Per feFion : 


aniverſally ſo, (Vanity of anities ) 
both as to Parts and Degrees, Da- 
vid ratifies and ſeals his Aſſertion 
with a Verily and a Selah, Solomon 
doubles his and repeats it again to 

confirm the certainty of it ; yea, 
Writes 2 whole "Book to prove his 
B/erdid, brought in (upon his cri- 


Fical Enquiry, curious and narrow 


Search 
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altogether ſo, ( whe Vanity); pre 
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Search) to be juit and true, Ari- 
ſtotle ſazes there 3s no Vacuity in the 
Nature of things, Solomon ſayes 
there is nothing but Emptineſs in the 
things of Nature, not as created, 
but as fin made them, Vanity it 
leſs then nothing, Sin is worſe than 
othing ;| that, deſerves but little of 
our Love, and this, none; that, as 
UOnſatisfying, and this, as deſtruc- 
tive, Our higheit Wiſdom then 
will be (as Solomon dired&s) to for- 
ſake the one, and ( as David) to 
turn away our eyes from beholding 
the other, leſt that which is but Va- 
»ity in it ſelf prove Vexation to ws, 
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CHAP. I. - 


The things of the World are pro- 
hibited our Love. 


T is part of our Corruption wt 
fince the Fall, that we only "= 

=, Uſe what we ſhould Enjoy, -: 

and | Enjoy what we ſhould only 

BY .. Uſe; 
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Uſe; Viz. That we Uſe God in 
order unto a fuller enjoyment of 
the World, which ſhould be only 
uſed in order unto a fuller enjoy- 
ment of Him, a prohibition there- 
fore is neceſlapy, not ſimply, but 
comparatively, not abſolutely, butf 
cangitionglly, not ag {1aply eon-ſſtc 
ſidered, but as limited, not as ex-ſm 
cluding all Love to the World andai 
the things of it, but that onlyſc: 
which is 1nordinate, 27z. the over-ſWai 
valuing them jn-our Judgments, 
the unſatiable luſting after them in 
our Afﬀections, and the over- 
greedy ſeeking them in our Ati- 
ONs. | 


Every Superlative ſuppoſes a "Por 
ſrtive, but every Poſitive does 
not imply a Superlative. 


obtleM.= P y-- 


To caſt off all AfﬀeGtion _ tofff 
ithew, was the abſurdjry of the 
yer Philoſophers 5 to excq Þ 5 


:in it, was the 1rregularity- af" ths 
Epicureans. The lawful Poles 
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jon of them is not. Condemned: 
but the evil Aﬀection to them. 
'e may Uſe them, and Pofflels 4 
hem too, but muſt not be Poffeſ: : John 2. 16. 'Y 


Non dicit, nalite 
ſed of themk and love them, fo *%! * Nabrmalir 


we do not over-love them ; True- diligert; clpidin. 
[ly,but not Immoderately. Wholly 7 egos 2 
to Renounce them, fo as not to ;m, . 1.8 
make ufe of them for Gods Glory, © 
dWand our Comfort, as well as ne- 
lyMceffity, is as unbecomig Chrifti- 24: 
r-Yans, as it would be fer a Souldier 3 
5M when bid to forfake all and follow' ' «4k 31 
nf his Leader, to throw away his © 
rF Arms and go naked after , him. = KM 
1-H We muſt not then (with Crates the Rebu nn m# *Þ 


Theban ) caft them away.nor (like iow = B, 


the Prodigal ) . profuſely ſpend EET: 
Ethem, but avoid the danger incl- _ 8 
| Ty rg Nees © _EEISS 
dent to them, viz. OE 
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4.5 ie Sin finds more Excuſes In 
this World, nor:any, greater Ag= | 
Ji JRSc Cl gravations: 
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gravations in the World to 

COME. 
With Men, it it is a Vertue (good ; 
Husbandry, Frugality, a com-(f 
 mendable Warineſs, a making the 
Fn moſt of their .own ) but in GodsFſs 
O - account it 1s a Vice; and' that, off 
"y the deepeſt Dye. The Sin is Ido-ſ- 
bh 19.3 rey latr , and the Sinner ( the Idola-$ 

 N £ ) 

” ſecundum ſpeciem ter) 1s abhor'd of the Lord, and 
EE  fince no puniſhment is appointed 
> exbibitione cere- for it in this World, he himſel 
 moniann ſed ob- \v;11 be the Avenger of it in the 


- latione concupi- 
F==> World to come. 


| - Eph. 5+.5* The Covetous., who is an Idolater 
"IF (how great ſo ever his 1nheri- 
tance is in this World) as 
n0 Inheritance in the Kings 


dom of God. 


No Sin 1s more diſown'd inf. 
the World, then. Covetouſneſs 
' There are many Achazs that hidef 
this Sin, both from God ws Man 
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they. have not hv [-long OBE, _—_ 
NH to know it, the Jeh” that they +2 
dl}> haveno room, andthe Poor, that 
1-F. they haye no entertainment for it) 
el but yet, no ſin is more common, 
Is0* it being as natural to us to love the 
oid. World, as it is to live in it. Some 
>| Diſeaſes affe&t ſome Bodies and. 
a-$ Ages only ; and ſome Plants thrive 
df but in ſome ſoil proper to their 
dl Naturez but this fin (as Briers 
11 and Thorns in every Hedge; and . ol 
nel Weeds in every. Ground ) is in 4 
common to all ; for, it has a root 5 
1n our Nature, we being all na- 
turally ( as the Woman *in the - 58 
Goſpel under a fptrit- of Infirmity Luke: 13k hes 
was -penally) bowed down''to 
the Earth, and not able to lift up _ 2} 
our ſelves, or (as the Plalmilt pal. 17." 11 
ſays) with our eyes bowing down. "0 
.to the Earth, and not able ra look: - - 2h 
up, and the. more common, the - 2; 
more-dangerons (as Diſeaſes when  *$ 
Epidemical and Mortal) and the 5" 
FYl + greater the danger, the .grearer-” * "# 
a out ihe care bc, to clchew, and | 
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things, - 


God. | 
(2.) Is mnnſutable to our preſent 
ate. 
(3-) Will be injurions and preju- 
arcial to us. | 


(1.) {t is incon{iſtent with love 


to God. 


Love to theſe things ſimply | 


conlider'd, 1s not inconſiſtent with 


love to God, (for, there is a love | 
to them, that he allows, and coms- | 
mands ) but that only which is | 


exorbitant and irregular. 


The Egyptians could judge of the 
plenty or ſcarcity of a year by 
the riſe of the water of Nilusto 

the markes of a Pillar. ſet near 
fo the brink of it, and. by the 
infallible Rule given to Stuids 
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avoid it, and there is good rea- 
ſon ſo to do, for, loye to theſe 


(1) Is 3ncon(i, ſtent with love to * 


our love to theſe things, it: way 
he 
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with love to God, viz, then, 
when riſen to a high Eitimation 
of, an inordinate Deſire after, 
an entire Friendſhip with, and 
4 great Complacency in them. 


There cannot be two Equals in 


the ſame Fhrone, nor two Objects 


m chief at once, in the ſame Soul, 
they are as inconliftent as hear 
and cold ir intenſe Degrees, both 
cannor,one may, but if the Wortd, 
then not God, for, 


He will have the Throne,and com- 
mand in Chief, or not at all. 


God and the World are as the 
Center, and the Circumference , 
and rhe nearer the lines of our 
Aﬀections are dra yn to' the Crr- 
cumference of the World, the fur- 
ther they will be from him, the 
oreat Center of Love. 
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The Earth is the Center for a 
Stone, God only is the proper 
Center of our Hearts. 


God is the Fountain of all. our 
p—_ flows from him as ſtreams 
rom the Ocean, the nearer the 
ſtreams of our Afﬀections run to 
the World, the more impure they 
will be (like ſtreams of Water 
that contra&t filth paſſing by a 
corrupt Soil Jand the further from 
God, in whom as in a great deep, 
they ſhould all be ſwallowed up. 


From him they came at firſt, 
and to him they ſhould return \ 
agar, | 


The Friendſhip of the World 

1s Enmity with God, all Love V 

. _ therefore upon equal terms with I e1 

i him, 1s a comparative hatred tof © 


him. | F th 


The $ erpent that went upon the 
Ground 
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 Chapa 1, 7 ho Worll 


Ground:1 Was an » thominati i0n to 


the Lord, 


The Conſtitution is denomi- 
nated from the predominant Ele- 
ment, and delight in God, from 
its prevalency above all delight 
in the things of the World. It is # 
not true, unleſs ſuperlative 3 in 1. 
him as the chiefeſt good 3 in him, # 
not only more than in many things, 
but more than 1 in all. 


| Lon to the World is ( in Gods Jam4. 4 
efteem) Adultery and Un- 
' Cleanneſs, for he admits 0 - 


; [Rival Ss, 


(2.) Þt is unſutable to our 9 nt 
ſlate, We are Souldiers. 

We are engagd in a Spiritual 
Warfare, and as ſach, muſt not 
entangle our ſelves with the affairs 
of this Life, leſt we either deſert 
the cauſe, or become faint-hearted 2 Tims 2 3: 4+ 
£ 17 it, like ſome Souldiers, who by 
be ſeeking a Rich Booty, have Joſt 
d the 
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the Bartel, or by getting one have 
. never after been good'for Fight- 


ing. 


Rules " 


The beS# Souldiers are moderate 
Spoilers. 


þ We are Strangers,. and Pilgrims. 
+ Heb, 11.13, Heaven s our home, Earth the| 
be © Cnr; . place of our preſent abode 3 there, 
{ voſoriom nos We ſhall dwell, here we ſojourn : ; 
tend, that is our Countrey, this, our 
Y Patric ſaris, 
tris loci,extrs paſſage and thorough-fare to it. 
Mares :adex- We are out of our Countrey,but 
| Pare. going to it 3 not home-dwellers, 
* but Travellers, and as ſuch, we 
muſt not' (with "Peter on mount 
Tabor) fay It 1s good to be here, 
nor take up our reſt. jn it, but 
only pitch down a Tent, or Fa- 
bernacle, ( a moveable Houſe © 
Boughs) for a night or two, we! 
muſt not be ſtopt nm our way by 
Þ.. the Pleaſures we meet with, (as 
FT Sam. 14. Jonathan was by Honey) nov ſtayf 
b- at any place ſhort of our' home 
nor overburden our ſeives with 
un 
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unneceſſary Cares, that will re- 
tard our motion, and make us lag 
behind, nor ſeek ſuperfluities, bur 
neceſlaries only, which may help 
us: on, and turther us 1n - our 
_ 


Competency, not Superfiuity, #s 
the Pilgrims Weed and Staff, 
one of each is enough, more will 
be a hinderance, 


If we are Really, what we are 
Nominally, it is unſutable to the . 


Priviledges we enjoy, the Dignt- -* 
ties we are calld to. 


We are born of Gad ; 

And therefore, like the Chil- 
dren of him our Heavenly Father, 3 
we muſt have the Earth for our Iaiah 66. ri 3 
Footſtool, and Heaven for our *R 
Dwelling-place. | 


We are not adopted $ons, unleſs 
we have the Spirit of the natu- * F 


Fa Jon, 
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We are Citizens of the Hea- 
venly Jeruſalem, Burgeſles of that 
City which ' has - Foundations ; 
6 - thece,muſt our buſineſs and Trade, Rb 
| Phil. 3.20. our Trafftick and Commerce-'be; 
Lnirdua our civil Converſation muſt bs 
® there, much more then our Spt- 
ye ritual 3 our Treaſure is there, our 
Eb. | Names are inrolF'd and written 
Lak. 10, 20- there, and there muſt our Hearts 

| be alſo: - for, | 


Hi nondum ſu- We have Hearts, as well as Faces 
þ 66 ſumu. @& to look upward. _ 
There they muſt be, while we 


d = 


are on Earth, like Jacobs Ladder, 
the top of which reacht to Heaven, } © 
whilſt the other part ſtood upon 
IS * '* <theFarth 
- mileys ſimili- - And there they muſt be, more I - 
 mde. than onFEarth, likethe Wheel, the 
= ateſt part of which is above the 
Earth wad it moves En It, 
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We are Choſen out of the Gat. 1.4 Bi 
orld, Redeem'd, and Deliver'd Pal. Hi 
rom it. 
And therefore muſt not live 
as the men of the World, who 
Shave their Portion 1n 1t, and are 
Slaves to 1t. 


The World is the Devils Domi- 
nion, and he is the Prince of it. 


Our Hope | isin Heaven. A 

We are begotten to a lively. 
Hope, that is above, and ſo muſt _— 
our Aﬀecions too. A 


Like the Elements, the Ligher they - 3 
are the purer they are. bw 
We are Crucify'd with Chriſt, 


RS Y <4 
F and. therefore muſt be Crucify J Gal. a. 20 
” the 'V ord, _ 
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There was an Eclipſe on the World 
when Chriſt was Crucify'd in 
#, and ſo there is to all, that 
are Crucify'd to it. | 


We are riſen with Chriſt. 


He had his Aſcenſion, and we 
muſt have ours too. He is riſen; 
and gone hence, and we muft a- 


riſe with our Afﬀections and fo]- 
low him where he 1s, that we may 
fit together with him in Heavenly 
Places. - Fi 


Ac preſent with our Spirits, whilſt 


abſent with our * Bodies. 


What Monſters then in Chriſtt- 
anity are they, who dwell with 


their Heads and Hearts in a heap 


of Duſt,. and turn up their Heels 


1n defiance againſt Heaven, that 


like $al (though higher by the 


wh 
> S +4 
#23 ">. 
nor 


h« 
ng 
n 


* +” Head and- Shoulders than: others F 
10 profeſſion yet) hide theraſedves T: 


- among the ſtuff and rubbiſh of | 
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nrighteous Mammon, make, not 
pnly that their Friend, but their 
od; and with the Iſraelites make 
his Golden God to paſs before 3 
hem 3 that ſhine and - make a 0 
dright appearance in the World, "5 
Ws if they were clad with the Sun, 
put fit down in the Moon-ſhine, 
and have the Moon upon their | 
leads, and the Sun under their 
ect; that ſoar aloft (like th © = 
ark ) in their Profeſſion, but _ + ...- 3: 
nake their Neſt here below (here, -: : 1-54 
s their place of Reſt). and take _ 
heir flight as the Eagle to Hea- 
en, but keep their Eye on the 
arth as their prey, and afcer all 
heir hovering fall down. upon 
This Carcaſs, gnd thereby commit 
s$ great a Soleciſm, as he that 
Dointed to the Earth and cried 
Dut, O Heaven ! 


| | Eagles plumes blend not with other 
JS Feathers, I 
42--:- Br C3.) The. 
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(3.) 1: will be Fn jurious ; and ; pre- 
Judicial to ws. 


1. As oppreſſing #4 with diitrad. 
ing Cares. 

2. As expoſing us to deſtrudinel 
Liſts. 

F As- indiſpoſing us to the work 
of Ke 


ligion. 
I. As oppreſſing #s with diftradt-, 


ing Cares. 


x Tim. 6. 10, Diſtratting Cares are the Ser- 

Ecel. 5. 12. pents in this Paradiſe and Snakes 
10 this Sunſhine, that ſting and tor- 
ment, the Vultures that continu: 
ally gnaw 3 the Thorns that witl 
many ſorrows pierce through botl 
Head and Heart ; -and the | wal 
genii , that night and- day haunt 
all that maintain a Friendſhip and 
Familiarity with the World. 


Lot lie/d in Sodom, but Ab wo 
ham dwelt 3n a _ _ ob rn 
bell Sa of reſt, D 
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Chap, 1. 


2. As expoſing us to deſtru@ive 


'ſbs. 


"* The World is an evil World, 
through the common abuſe of it) 
and not to be lovd; Treacherous, 
and not to betruſted. It has Snares 
in its Joys, as well as 1n its Sor- 
Mrows; and real Miſery under the 
ſeeming Glory of it, it comes as 
ael to Siſera, and Ehud to Eglon, 

with a Nail and a Hammer, as 
well as Milk ; with a Dagger, as 
well as a Preſent. It invites to a 
Feaſt, (as Abſalom did Ammon) to 
deſtroy 5 and Panther like, firſt 
allures with its \weet ſmell, and 

then devours. 

The Caſptar Sea afforded the 
Eiweeteſt Waters, and bred the 
oreateſt Serpents; the Pleaſures of 
Cgypt occaſion'd Sins more bitter 
than thoſe Pleaſures were ſweet, 

JF and the Streams of Pleaſure though 
oy ſhallow, have drowned many that 
-F have lain down in them, :. -/ 
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Ambition occafion'd Corak's Re-| ] 
bellion, Abſoloxr's unnatural Trea- 
ſon, and Dzotrephes's Pride in con-| 
temning the Apoſtles. 


Riches led Achan to Thievery; | 

Saul to Difobedience, Ahab to 

Murder, Gehazz, Ananias and 

Sapphira to Lying, Judas to Trea- 

ſon, (he was not ſo Covetous as 

Tertullian thinks, untill he carried 

WS the .Bag) and Demas to Apoſltacy, 

3 x Tim. 6.9.10. and. will all to Deſtruction, that 
23 — them. 


The Romans greateſt Evils ( as 
3 : Auſtin obſerves ) ſprang from 
- their "Proſperity, and it is the 
| Prov. I. 32: > Proſperity of Fools C as Solo-f 
y mon ſays) that deſtroys them. | 


'T he belief of this, may be a 
= Argument to moderate; out 
res after. the things 'of the 
World, and to'be content- ws the, 
want of them. 
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Chap.1. R bod? to uſe the World, 


Siſera had better have been 
without his Milk in Fael's Tent, 
han to have his Brains pay the 
Whot of it. And Tarpeza'the Veſtal 

Nun without the Enemies Brace- 
lets (which {he bargain'd for up- 
on her betraying the Capitol ) 
then to have been preſt to Death 
with the weight of their Buck- 
lers, which they tarew into her Lap 
with thoſe Bracelets, as an over- 
plus of their kindnefs. And Myx- 
leaſſes without the unhappy Exceſs 
of Coſtly Perfumes, then to have 
been betray'd by therr Scent (when 
he hid through Fear ) into his 
Enemies hands, to the loſs both 
of his Eyes and Kingdom. And 
better 1t 1s to want, than to be 
deſtroy'd by Plenty 3 to have Wa- 
ter in a wooden Diſh, than Wine 
mixt with Poiſon in a Golden 
Cup ; to Toll all day, ana catch 
nothing, than a Snare to catch 
Cour ſelves 3 and to be without 
Abe Worlds Embraces, my Periſh 
Dy. them. 
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Little do they think who hunt | 
after the World, how many 
this "Beaſt of prey has turn'd| 


upon and devour d. 


3. As indiſpoſing us to the work 
of Religion, 


Love to Sodom made Lots Wife 
look back when 1n her way to 
Zoar ;, the Money in Facob's Sons 
ſacks, made their Hearts to fink; 


Gen, 42.27,28. (their Hearts had been more light, 


if their Sacks had not been ſo Hea- 


- Mar. 26.13,14: VY): Love to the Bag, ſent Judas 


-  Hab. 2. 6, 


| pi lutum. 


FT ; phat. 
: = As . " 
LBYS-t.- ix 

Wor, 


out of the Temple, into the Mar- 
ket, he left Chriſt's Sermon, to 
ſell him for Money ; and Loveto 
the World, will either indiſpoſe 
us to the things of Heaven, orl 
diſtract us in them. * The Way i ls 
narrow where the Race lies. that 
1s ſet us to run, and the. World 
(the great duſt-heap) will obſtrud 
our Entrance 1nto it, the weight 
of Earth upon us _ chick & Fa 
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Chap. 1. ” how fo arg = World.” 


we are laden with) will retard,or 
hinder our Motion1n it. God, and 


27 Mammon, (two Maſters that giVE Mat. 6. 21,2 
df contrary Commands ) cannot be 2324 © 
F ſervd together 3 Obedience to 


one, will be Diſobedience to the 
other. Heaven and Earth can- 
not be beheld by our Eye at one 
and the ſame time. The Earth is 
at a great diſtance from Heaven, 
butEarthly Minds areat a greater 3 
the greateſt difhiculty will be, to 
0 bring into one, the things of the 
ti greateſt diſtance : We muſt there- 
- MF forequit the Service of the World, 
4 if we would be ar leiſure (vacare 
r-& Deo) to attend the Service of Hea- | 
offl ven ; and be, not as Martha, cum- Luk.10.40,4:, : : 
off} bered about many things, but as 42 
em Mary, intent upon the one thing s 
I needful. Our E: oil be fingle tO Mat. 6. 22, 2J. © 7 
sf Heaven (dire& to that Point \ 
if we would have a clear and full 
fight of it. We muſt (with Za- 
1 chews) get above the-Earth, if we 
ty would behold Chriſt, the Sun of 
'N 6 wh 5 reſtrain the goings 

C 3 Out. 
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out of our Hearts after Covetouſl- 


neſs, if we would not be (as &-} 


phraim) without a Heart in the 
midſt of Duty, ftop the current 
of our Afﬀections, that naturally 
run in the way of the Wilderneſs, 


LY 


that they may run ({wift and ſtrong, | 


into the Land of Promiſe ; call 
1n our heat, drawn out to the 
World, and cool in our Aﬀecti- 
ons to it, if we would be Fer- 
vent in Spirit, ſerving the Lord, 
be diſ-entangled from the things 


below, taken out of theſe Briars, * 
and Thorns (as Avrahams Ram | 
was from the thicket in which it 


was caught) if we would offer up 


a-Living, Holy, and. Acceptable | 


Sacrifice to God, for nothing 1s 
more contrary to Godlineſs, than 


Worldlinefs. 
When the &/Moon 3s at the Full, 


it is in greateſt Oppoſe tion "Pp 


the Sun, 
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CHATS 


The things of the World are un- 4 
worthy of our . Love, 'in that Vanitas ef de J 
te entitatis E 

they are vain and empty, Jea yauitas. 


Vanity in the Abſtra& ; and 
this upon a double Account. 


Firſt, In reſpe# of Efficacy, '4s 
Unſaif f3ing. 


"4 [n reſpe& of Duration, 


as Oncertain, 


Firſt, Iz reſpe# of Efficacy, as 
Ovnſatisfying. 


HE things of Heaven are 
greater than what at pre- 
>. {ſent they appear to be 
& does not appear what wwe ball 
ES C 4 te 5 


be > as 
RL 2.5 44S We > 
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” xJoh.3.2- bez) the Joy more full, the Plea-| 
_—_ ſure more ſweet and raviſhing, the| 
Crown more weighty, and the 
Glory more tranſcendent, then we 
are able to conceive or imagine ; |} 
for Admiration (the overplus of 
expectation) will be at the end of 
our Faith, when we behold, and Wi 
enjoy them, butEarthly things are W! 
Tlefs when enjoy'd, then they ap- M1 
pear'd to be when deſired. They M1 
| 


Bos © 
- 2 Sf 


are indeed call'd Riches, Goods, 
Profits, Subſtance, but they go 
by falſe Names, and appear great 
to our view afar off, but Jittle MW: 
or nothing when we come to en- 
Joy them ; ( like that Tree that at 
a diſtance ſeem'd thick with Boughs | 
for Shelter but had none.) We are 

" - difquieted at the want of them, 
and after a while as much unſa- 
tisfy'd with them ; (like the 1/rael- 
ztes, at firſt ſick for Quails and 
Manna,and then as fick with ther.) 
They ſometimes. occaſion Laath- 
10g, - but never give SatisfaCtion; 
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ie 


Many 9nails made the Iſraelites 


1 fick, and eManna when ga- 
' thered above its proportion, 


ſtunk, and became corrupt. 


of 
of 

of Solomon the moſt experienced 
d Wfor enquiry, when he had ran- 
re Wiackt the whole Creation, tho- 
9 M roughly Examind, and {tritly 
y MEnquird into the Nature of all 


things here below, he brings in 
his Verdict, that all was Vanity : 
And we have more Wiſdom than 
e Il Solomon, or rather lefs, 1f we find 
- © any thing better in them ; for, the 


t © things ( as well as the men) of 


s i this World are Vanity, and a Liez 
e © they promiſe much, but perform 
, Bf little 5 (give a blear-ey'd Leah for 
- MW Rachel). they look fair to the Eye ; 
- & Entice and Allure, but Delude. 
1 & We come to them (as to a Lotte- 
) 8 xy): big with Expectation, but re- 
- & tur.with Diſappointment 3 with 
a Blank inſtead of a Prize; they 
enfiame Deſire, but cannot ſatisfy ; 
for, 
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for, they are broken Ciſterng, 
Ciſterns may bedrawn dry,though 
the Ocean cannot ; they hold but 
little, and broken Ciſteras no- 
thing; for they run out,and empty 
themſelves into the Duit, and ſend 
us back (as the Fews were from 
their dry Pits) with Shame and 
Confuſton. PO | 


Vanity begets Diſappointment ,| 
and Diſappointment breed; 


Vexation, 


They are indeed of neceſlary | 
Uſe to our Nataral Life, as ſtaves Mt! 
for lame Nature to walk with, Wir 
(but cannot either prevent, abate, Ya! 


. or remove, the Evils that attend Wl 


It) not ſo much to Life Moral or lp 
Spiritual : Can avail us but little MW tc 
while we live, (only as baits in I ſt 
the way) leſs, when we come to | ( 
die, (a brazen Serpent will then 

be of more uſe to us than a Golden 

Calf;_) but nothing at all whetwe 
are dead, and gone hence, for. 
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our Glory ſball not deſcend after PW. 45. 17. 
s,nor Will our Riches (that make 
themſelves wings) take flight with 

s into another World ; if they 

did, they would be as reprobate, 

10t current Coin, and avail us NO- Proy. x1. 4. 
thingz. for, the things of time, 

will not comfort in Eternity, 


j  . AQ eManna but what was in the Numb, I7. 8. 
Y Ark putrifyd, and no Rod 

s but Aarons, budded aud 

bloom'd. 


/& How great then is their Folly, 
s Wthat ſpend their time and ſtrength 
, Win ſeeking rheſe lying Vanities, that 
, Ware ( as Children.) pleasd with 
| Mtheſe Toys, and ( with the Ser- 
r W pent) make Duſt their Food 3 that 
> Mtoil (with the {fraci3tes) to gather 
 E ſtraw, labour for Wind, and feed 'M 
ff (with the Prodigal) upon Hugsks, - or oh 
| ny 
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The damnati ad Metalla were of 
* al} moſt miſerable, © 
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Secondly, Ir: reſpec? of Duration, 


as Quncertazrn. 


Sin has caſt inſtability ("/eu-| 
bens lot) on the whole Creation : 

the World, and the things of the 
World are faditig, and ſo are 

WE. 


1. The World is F ading, 


a Aa. AS oc — P”Y a— = 
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It had (as Avuſtiz Notes) its 
Infancy, Childhood, Youth, Mid- 
dle Age, Old Age, and its Dotage, 
Its Infancy from the time of Ada! 
to No«h, its Childhood from Noah 
to Abraham, its Youth from A- 
braham to David, its Middle Age 
from Devid to the * Babyloniſh Cap- 
tivity, its Old Age from the Caps- | 
 _- tivity to Chriſt, and now its Do- 
3 LIrR. Jag tage from Chriſt to the End of the 


nd Aa vc» JD—_='G wa co. t®<6 


| xPet. 4.7 orld. The time was ſhort when 
þ x Cor. 7. yp. St. Paul livd, that time which | 
_= God ſpread over all things like a 
Sail, and had been ſome thouſand Þ 
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years roling up, was then roll'd 4s, « S«itef 8 3 
! her to the laſt Corner, and 3? >'* jut ©» 
+ her vote £ ng up,and roll'd * 5 


almoſt at an end 3 and if ſhort together to the | 


then, it is now ſhorter, by above gr arte which | 


'- I Sixteen Hundred years, if the end is is hard with. * 


1: of all things was -at hand in St, -: © 3 
«Wl Peters days, and the Jaſt time was 'Y 
e come in St, Fohns, (vis. the laſt 
Age of the World) if his Age was 
the laſt Hour, ours (upon whom 
the Ends of the World are come) 1 Cer. 10, ite # 
is the laſt Minute of that Hours if 3 
ts the Judge then ſtood at the door, 
|- & he is now entring in, for the 
e, & World is grown old, and ſtoops ;. 
#& through Age, it 1s in its Declenſi- [; 
þ © on, and its years are almoſt ex- *? 
(. pird. f 
( The Sun has almoſt run its Race, 
> | and then, when ſet, ſhall riſe no 
> © more, the Heavens are fading, they 
- © and the Tabernacle in them ſet for 
the Sun are now diſſolving, the 
Earth alſo, and the Works therein 
are Periſhing, and ſhall ſhortly be 
conſum'd by Fire, and then, not a 
Rag of our rich and coſtly Gar- 
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”"—_ Chap. 2, 


Pal 19. 445 ments ſhall be left to cover us, not 
No a Foot of our Lands to walk on, 
not a farthing of our Treaſures to £v 
Relieve us, nor a corner of our Wa 
ſtately Houſes to hide our Heads Wt! 
2 Pet. 3-10. in, for they ſhall all be burnt up, Wi 
and by the light of that Fire, we NV 
ſhall then (if now we will nor) Ft: 


read their Mortality. - 
' Ito 

. Gods Name 3s, T am 5 the Al 
Worlds, 1 am not. W 

al 

2. The Things of the World are CG 
Fading. - 


The things of Heaven are ſet BP! 
out by the Temple, which was £* 
fixt and permanent ; the things of 
the. World by, the Tabernacle, 
which was Tranſient. They (as 
the Sun ) admit of .no changes, 
theſe (as the Moon) are liable to 
them. They, like Pearls, keep Nl! 
their Luſtrez theſe, like the gaw- le: 
dy works of Art, are Fading. 
They are periſhing, and the Gle- | 
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ry, Beauty, and Excellency of 2 © 5-12. 
| them is periſhing-too, they are not | 7 
\ what they ſeem to be (a Glory in « Cor. 1. 31. 

- appearance only ) nor long con- - : > il / 
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Chap.2. how to uſe" the World. 
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tinue in that appearance 3 they * ** 7 
\ Wfalute us as ſtrangers, and paſs a- 
: Yway, come and po, are given and 
) Ytaken, but their abode or contin- 
Fuance, 1s either ſhort (like Manna 
Efor a day_) or none at all. They 
e Mare failing Treaſures, that pleaſe 
while-they laſt, but laſt not long, 
and things that Periſh (or are to Luk. 12. 33; 
2 Corruption) in their uſe, for, we © 2 22 
loſe them while we ſeem to have 
Jthem, and have neither gain nor 
t Yplcaſure from them, but as we uſe 
; Yand ſpend them. 


f 

, | Pleaſures areuncertain: Heb. 11. 25; 
$ | | 

| Their Streams are but ſhallow 


p Nuance, for they are bur for a 
 Bſcaſon. 


»* 


| : .. Tame may be long, but a ſeaſen is 
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Some Rules Chap.2. 
but a ſhort, or little Article 


of it. 


” 1 Tim. 6. I7. | Riches are uncertain 
POV. 23. 5+ 


The Wings of other Creatures 
are made for them, but Riche 
make themſelves Wings, not to fly 
to us, but from us; the Wings, 
not of a tame Bird that may ſoon 
be taken, but of one moſt ſwift of ll t: 
Wing, and ſtrong in Flight - not 
of a Hawk, that may be known { 
by her Bells where ſhe is, fetcht | v 
down by a Lure, and brought to © 
the Fiſt again, but of an Eagle that 
of all the Fowls of the Air flis 0 
higheſt and ſwifteſt, mounts aloft, 
and flies away towards Heaven 
with ſo much haſte, that nothing 
can recall her. 


Riches are uncertain to-get and ts 
keep, to procure and enjoy. 


Ho 1QUurs Ny 


4. 


Ghap.2. - " Tow to uf the World Fl 


Honours are uncertain : 
Honour is Happineſs in a Fable, owt n. 
not like that Cloud Ariſtotle calls a = + z 
sf True, and Real Subſtance, but as nia; plays © 
the Rainbow, an Appearance on- 
ly, and of ſhort continuance, like 
a Tennis Ball, ever in motion, and 
liable to hazards, always uncer- 
tain, and ſometimes —__ : 
+ For its Throne is aſcended 
1 ſome get upon hot Mettled Horls) 
+ with Difficulcy, ſet upon with Fear, - 
) | and ſometimes left with Miſchief : __ 
+I As is evident in Hamar, who was 
one day advancd at; Court, and 
the-next day on the Gallows. 


There are many of thoſe, who once 
were Sons of Honowr,, that 
might ( if they would ) come 

ol #1 and ſubſe ite to this Truth, 

_ kaving long ſince out-liv'd their 
Honours, Celebrated their Fu- 
: ::erals, and m them laid in 

_ the Duſt. 
RIES D (2.) They 
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(2. They are nncertain as to our 
continuance. 


Wee are junior to Time, and 
--meaſurd by it 3 Natural,and have 
our motion, beginning and end, 
our firſt and laft.; Finite, and 
Nil uitre, have our bounds and periods , 
| made of Principles ſo contrary, at =, 
leaſt, of Principles ſo .corruptible, Wp 
that we ſhall certainly have our ſl, 
end, and fall 'into pieces at laſt, W,; 
either a Diſeaſe, or Old Age, (the 1. 
ſickneſs of Nature), will ſooner i; 
or later put an end to our Life; I. 
and either the hand of Violence 
from without will pluck up, or a iſſ.; 
Worm from within, will devour 
our moſt flouriſhing Gourd. They 
are all Fading, ( Death may be 
ſeen in the face of them) and fo 
are we, and both like Graſs, that 
If not cut down with the Sithe, 
_ wither - it{elf, and come to. 
nothing. hey are withering it; 
whilſt Pouriſhing, and we _ - 
bt dying $:- 


buns guy oo paw way en A «+ 


% 
aka 


-_ 


I CG ade ; ; ©: 85 
' ASD” 7, . & 5 ak - Se» © T - + 
SER POET as -* as 
ES - 


ph # 
OY T5 Rb 


grove” ty waſer the World. "I 
LL: 


dying whilſt itving 3 - going on to 
' MDeath whilſt we look forward to 

Life, arid-ſhall both have our end, 2 

but which of us firſt, is uncertain. \ of 
. Sometimes they are more Mortal I 
© Frhar! we, for they go away and 
leave us behmmd (Jobs Riches were 
taken away, and heleft to be poor 
to a'Proyerb) and ſometimes we . 
are more Viortal than they ' (the "i 
Rich Fools Goods''remain'd, and "of 
he was taken from-them) we leave | E 
them'or they will forfake us, be 
© Wloft while we live, or left when 
Tt Ewe die, like the Worm that leaves 
all the Dirt ſhe rolld in behind her 
pon the hole of the Earth ſhe 
feeps mat. 
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YQ to a» then that are uncertain 

X our contimiance here, they cart 
fo | "be 0 - other tha? uncertain 


things. 
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wd þ The Rich Marr in- the Goſpel 
$ Fung. 4'Song of fort Parts to” his 
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and be Merry ) but it was the 
Laughter of a Foo}, who thought 
he had a Leaſe for time, who wa 
only a Tenant at Will, he was a 
Fool to be ſo merry, when hehad{f 
no ſecurity to enjoy what he had 
F- for a Night 3 and ſo are all that 
2 rejoyce - theſe Tranſitory thing, : 
© ect, 2+ 2,647. Their Mirth is Madneſs, and a, 
much to be wonder'd at, as that 
of the Romans Ambition was b 
Unis:arnivels- Tertulian, in venturing fuch hard, 
ricum caudizm. ſhips in the Field, to be Conſul at 
laſt, which. he calls the fading Joy 


of a Year. 


Since then we are at ſuch uncer- 
tainties, either for their continu 
ance, or our own, let us be wean-W=l 
ed 1n our Afﬀections from them, 
die to the World while we live in 
itz take Wing, and fly from our 
Riches, before they make them- 
ſelves Wings and ' fly from vs; 
take a taſte at the ſtreams of Plea-il- 
ſure (as the Dogs at. Nitwe ) for / 
our Refreſhment only, ang: either; - 
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not ſeek the Honours of 8he World, 
(ſhadows that flee when purſud.) 
or fit looſe to them while we have 
them, that we may the more wil- 
| lingly part with them while we 
live, of leave them when we die. 


he greater our Foy #s in the 
things of the World, the grea- 
ter will our ſorrow be when 


they leave we, or we muſt theme. 


V * 


Hat Happineſs 1s, 1s a' 

Queſtion that all ſeem 

to make; but of all, ; 

moſt difficult (as Cicero fayes) to | 
be Reſolv'd: Many that pretend to | 
know what it is, are much miſta- } 
ken; few know 1 it, and fewer, the | 
right way tO it. | 


Some think there i 1s no Happr- : 
neſs but in Sin, and thereupon | 
became. wiſe to do Evil, but 
are Fools that do ſo, ( Davids 
Wicked Men are Solomon's Fools) 
Fre | they ſeek Life in Death, ay 


| AAACN. b 


Trap. 3. woes To gerkey arll BY 


the. he Fews did: Temporal Salvation Jo a 48; I 

- WM in Crucifying Chriſty Heaven-in : 

- WH Hell, and ' may -as foon' find it. 
there, as Happineſs in a way of 
Sin, 


To deſire nothing but what is 
Good, and to obtain that De- 
| ſire, is ( in Auſtins Opinion ) 


| the greatefi Happineſs." ' 


Some ſeek Happirief IM ow 
ſelyes, . but they will never find it 
there 3 yr 


We are made by another, and 
fince we are not our own Effieicor, 
we cannot. be our own End, and 

Happineſs; for, 


It is a Kale 72 Nature, that the | 2 
. fo ſt: Cauſe” muſt be the! © Sg 
End * 7h 
Mime Chunyrabl, es cal- 

-not be fatisfy'd in our ſelves, we 

| _—_ and c cannot . nake 
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'  _ up a life of Senſe to our ſtlve 
without other things; nor with all 
of them, a life of Happineſs. 


Adam aimed at an Abſolute In- 
dependance, but he could never 
reach it 5 much - leſs then can 
We. | 


Moft think Happineſs is in the | 
things of the World, bur it is not 
to be found in the greateſt Con- 
fluence of them ; for 


They are things beneath us ; 


Happineſs cannot be in things be- 
aeath ws, for in loving them we | 
dethrone God, and debaſe our | 
Selves. | 


They cannot make us good 3 


That cannot be our Good, which 
does wat maky we fo. © 
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They make — the worſe; 


That cannot be our Happineſs 2 

which makes us more Sinful. 24 
They may be Abuſed ; —O 
That cannot be our Happineſs 


which may be deſired too much, 
and perverted to a wrong End, 


They are not to be delighted in New jou F 
for themſelves z | quod lahorat - _| 


Y That cart be our Happineſs that 
; we are forbid to delight in. 


/ Is 
<4 


The want of them is ſometimes 
A £ 9 "Lf 28 
T het cannot be onr Happineſs that Je; 4 
' we may do better without. 3 


They are ſometimes to he part- 
cd with 3 
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That carnot be our Happineſs tha 
we are to forſake for Heauen. 


Smitn, fin, {BY 


”  Unemſre fel They are but Goods of Neceſ- 

S - bony en ſity cans are Debtors to our wants 

| nec for the value put upon them) our 

: Neceflities put their worth into 
them, for, if we did not need | 

_:them, we would not prize them, il. 


Es Our Happineſs WY be rather 
W965 Ko nw, n0t to want them, then to have 

Wd, - F#hemn, it 3s wench better not to 
- = | need Food and Phy ck, than | 
z0 uſe them, - | 


They have a mixture e of Evil i in 
them 3; the Roſe has its. Prickle ; | 
the Bee has its Sting ; the purelt 
Gold, Droſs ; the Moon when | 
brighteſt, a dark- Spot 3 from the | 
Fire - that revives with-its: Heat, 
ſome Smoke ariſes that offends our 
Eyes 3: and in our greateſt Yoy, 
there is ſome appearance- | 
row ( as when we laugh moſt ] 
Ih, Bra 
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heartily Tears fined in m cur Ty 
and in our greateſt Good there is 
ſome-Evil 3 ſomething better, and 
mcthing worſe, 


That cannot be our Happineſs that _ 
has AH alloy of eMiſery 1 74 , oy 2 


They are no way ſatable to the 
Nature of the-Soul. 


' Senſual Pleaſures in the Opini- : 
c MW on of the Epicureazs, were the 
0 Wl Happineſs of the Soul ; they that 


; | were delighted were Happy, and 

| they Miſerable that were not : 

J But T»lly fayes, it was the voice, 
1 MW not of Men but of Beaſts, to ſay 
; & fo, 10 that they were the. chief 
| i Goods for Beaſts,and not for Men, 
| I and in the Enjoyment of which MY 
if they mnght be more happy than —_ 
| Men. . 
_ Meat and: Drink are a ſatable 
Gnod to: the Hiingry and Thirſty, 


for Lex are Objedts to which thoſe + : 1-3; 
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Appctites are determind 3 but 


Objects of Senſe are no more ſuta- 
ble to the nature of the Soul, then 


ſounds are to the-Eye, or Colours 
to the Ear, the Soul is not a Ca- 
zeeleon that Feeds upon Air, nor 


can it be any more happy in the | 
enjoyment of Senſual things, than 


a Senfitive Creature can be happy 
by an IntelleQual, or an Intel- 
leftual by a Senſitive. 


A full Barn, or an empty one; 
Goods; or no Goods; for many 


years, or not for a moment, are 


all one (viz. as much as nothing) 


to a Soul. The Rich Man in the | 


Goſpel indeed thought otherwiſe, 
who ſaid, Soul, Ear, Drink .and 
be Merry ; but he was a Fool for 
it, and ſo are all others that think 


fo. For at the beſt they make up 


but a preſent Good to the Body, 
and that but imperfectly neither, 
(the Eye is not fatisfy'd with ſeeing 
nor the Ear filled with: heating 


6 
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they are Senſual and Material, 
this, Spiritual and Immaterial 3 


_ they, Tranſient, this, Immortal ; 5 


they, continue but a while, are 
unſutable while they do continue, 
to the nature of the Soul, and un- 
able to ſatisfie the indigencics of 
itz and therefore, no part of the 
Happineſs of it. 


The Enjoyment of God himfe F ire 
this World only, would be but 
an imperfect Happineſs. 


It will be our Happineſs in-Hea- 
ven to live without them, elſe we 
ſhall be Loſers, and conſequently 
Miferable in going thither. . ' 


That | cannot be our Heppineſs 
that we can live without, and 


ſal, 
Nothing leſs than the Abſence 


_ of -all-Evil, the Preſence of all 
Good, apd an Eternity to Enjoy 


Ry makes yp 2 complead, and pe 
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ket _ A A Good, propor- 
- 4dequitun, f- tionable and ſutable, - adequare, 
*—m full, proper, and immutable, which 
1s no _ to be found but in 
God, who is an Independent and 


perfect Being. 


Firſt, An Independent "Being. 
Not like ours, which was at firſt ſc 
derived from him, is enjoy d by 8s 
Succeſſion, and continually: needs I 
ſomething to preſerve: it (as the 
Earth needs. the Influence of the 
Sun, and: Rivers a filling from the 
Ocean ):: But underived):for God | 
has being in himſelf, he 'had fo 
from all Eternity, arid all at once | 
withoutiSuceeſſion,” and-therefore 
can do that by himſelf and-much 
more, than what he does by Crea- 
tures. He was-once withour: them, 
but they were never without him, 
and there is much in him, thar is 
not to-be found in them; 'but there 
is no good 1n them; but what 'is 
derived from him. and ta be f6tnd 
more eminently in hims + © ©: 
| | C Citn | 


db 
PPE 


| Cifterns are nothing without 4 
| Fountain to fill them, nor 't4- 
| vers without the Ocean to nat 
| 


Jo abE*%- 2. 
: J<: ads Fe " 


hs 


tain them. 


Secondly, ,A Perfed * Being. 

Not hke ours, which 1s a Per- 
fetion with Imperfection 3 for it 
is but in its own Kind, and in ſuch 
a Degree only, and Mutable too 
and compared with. Gods, but as 
a point to a'Circle, or the ſhadow 
to the Sun 3 yea lefs than-nothing, 
for that is full 'and abſolute ( wiz 
Jas to all kinds, degrees, and ex- 
tents of Being ) Immutable, and 
under no Defect, nor ſubject to 
any Decay 3 for he is a perfect 
Being 3 Light without Darkneſs, 
Jand Goodnefs, beyond any in us, 

or conceivable by us. 


«|| The Heathen attributed ſome Ex- 
A cellencies' to their Gods, but in oy 
a this true, and only God, are 
ll, | 
Fg x 


Could 


v5 
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_ 


Could the Sun and Stars diveſt 
themſelves of their Glory and 
ive it to us, ſhould all the Crow- 
ned. Heads in the World lay their 
Crowns at our Feet, or could we 
by our own care and contrivance 


ever yet did ) and procure aLeaſc, 
longer then that of Methujelab: 
_ yearsto enjoyit,it would be. as no- 
thing without God ; but as Hager: 
Bottle without water;or a Paradiſe 
without a Tree of Life. Ir is the 
Sun, and not the Stars that makes 
_ perfeRt day - God; and not the 
World, (no not in all its Royal- 


for we are eyery way Miſerable 


find it in him. 
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without him, and never happy, 
untill we ariſe, and feek, ſo as to 


F get the Poſſellion of a whole 
3 World to our {clves (which none | 


ties) that can make us happy :i 


* 
*% 


There is no Fiſhing to that in tht 
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, The things of the World are no 


s Evidence of Gods Love. | 


: 
1 \;Jere is a two-fold Love in 
e God ; one relates to him- 
ell ſelf, "add is Infinite and 
$M Abſolute ; the other. to his Crea- 
ell tures, and 1s either General or 
-W Special. 


efl The General, is to all his Crea- 
tures; ro Man, as the Head of 
off them, and to all other Inferior to 
him 3 in him there is Gods Image, 
in them there are his Foot-ſteps, ; 
Y and the meaneſt of them unfold 
: ſomething of him. | 
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|  Danturbonis nn Thy Special, 1s to his Choſen, Il 1 
Hh nk Redeemed People 3 the Excellent 1 
zur bona; bonis, 11, whom is all his Delight, the } 
F CD * ſame for kind, with that to Chriſt, I « 
-  boza, Aug 11 Whom they are belovd. This I f 
;  Plal. 16.3. 5s the Love of a Father, the other ff c 

& Joh.17.6 --, Þ | "= 
of a Creator. In that, he give f & 
himſelf; in this, the things of the I C 
World : Sometimes to: the Good, | ti 


that they may not be thought to ſl p 
be Evil things 3 and ſometimes to iſ b 
the Bad, that they may not be d 
thought the only good thingss but if 
to neither as Special, but as Com: © 
mon Bleſlings. = | 

h 


A ſingular Effe@ can never con c 
from a common Cauſe. J t| 


The bare performance of Com-|! 
mon Duties, is no fign of ſpecial 
Grace 3 (for, it may be more from 
Nature than Grace, more from 
Fear than Love, viz, fear of: Pti- 
niſhment, than love-to the Com- 
mand-; from Natural Conſcience, iff b: 
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more than Renew'd ; and more to 
Pacifie than Purifie it : ) nor the 
poſſeſſion of Common Bleſlings 
any mark of ſpecial Favour ; for 
they are but the common Wind- 
falls of Providence, meer Donati- 
ons, not of diſtinguiſhing Love, 
but of common . Bounty, The 


Childrens Leavings, often thrown 


to Dogs ; _ indifferently dif- 
penced to Good and Bad, and may 
be given or withheld in Love; 


deny'd or given in Anger. Fruns 


of Gods Goodneſs, bur no fignsof 
ours 3 Arguments to promote our 
Love to him}, but none to prove 
his to us 3 for the Son of the Con- 


— 


8 cubine may have them as well ag Sen: 25. 6. 


h 


the Son of the true Wife. 


There is one Event to the Witked Eccl. g. 2. 


and to the Rightecoms, the ſame 
outward eMiſery and Bleſſing 
may befall them both. 


TS Hmm thought Ffthers inviting 
ef bim'to'a Banquet, and admitting 
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none but himſelf to come 1n with 
the King to it, was a mark of ſpe- 
cial Favour; the Elder Brother 
made an eſtimate of his Fathers 
Love to the younger, by a Fatted ' 
Calf, Muſick and Dancing, and 
moſt, becauſe they have the bet- 
ter of others as to this World, 
think that they are really better 


( as the Fews becauſe Allied by 


Birth to Abraham, and partakers 
of ſpecial Providences, thought 
themſelves the only People belovd 
of God) but they are all miſtaken 
that think ſo, for though they are 
ſent to make us better, they do 
not ſhow that we-are ſo: If they 
make us ſo, they come in Love; 
but are given in Anger, if they do 
not, not tokens of Love, but 
marks of Diſpleaſure, Prefaces to 
our Deſtruction, and a 'means to 


make way forit, for, 


When the wicked ſpring, and the 
workers of lniquity flouriſh, it 
# (like the ſpringing of graſs) 

| that 
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that they may be cut down, aud 4 
b- deſtroy'd for ever. = 


rs King *Philip's ſhadow was no 
d J oreater (as he was told by the . 
d | Son of HEgiſelans) when he glori- - >» 
t- | ed in his Vidories, then it was be- 2M 
, | fore heobtain'd them, nor are any 
rf really better that have theſe things, 
y | than thoſe that havenot, no. more 
rs | than they that ſtand upon Stilts 
it Þ are really Taller, than thoſe that 2 
dF] are upon the Ground ; lifted up 5 
ng they may be, but they are not'col. 3. 8. Y 
ef really higher 3 in the Worlds ey 
off ſteem they may be, but not in 7%. 45. Y 
58 Gods; and a higher place they __ 
38] may have in the Civil Body, bur 
off not in the Myſtical ; forthey make 
it no difference in the Kingdom of 
of Chriſt, though they do in the 
ol Kingdoms of Men : It 1s the New 
Birth of the Spirit that more eng--AM 17.1; Es 
bles, than a High Birch of the wwemere noble "43 
x | Fleſh (the Righteous 1s more ex- DNR. E 
WS etter borns 
 cellent than his Neighbour ); and 
Grace ( the Riches that Wiſdom 
E 2 gives) 
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gives) and nothing but that, the 
Manna that falls about the [/raelite: 
Tents, that (like the party-colou. 
red Coat of Joſeph) is a pledge of 
{pecial Love, the Favour that he 
bears-to his People for, 


Every thing but that may be given 
in Wrath. | 


Since then Common Mercies 
are no Evidences of Special Love, 
how little ſhould we rejoyce 1n 
G them, unleſs we have the Giver | 
” Cyrus at 4 feat With the Gift, the Kiſs with the | 
- maze for bis Cup, the Countenance with the | 
| 7,59) eaves Coin, the Stamp with the Bullion, | 
| Artabazus« w7z, them 1n a way of Special Co- | 
E ED venant, as well as Common Pro- 
« Kiſs, which vidence, and as ſo many Lines 


was envied by © We" : 
apr 7 drawn from Chriſt the Center of 


4 Teflimony of Goodneſs. 
the greater Fa- 
TORT, 
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tle in the full Sacks and NMo- 
. ey, becauſe they knew not that 
Joſeph was their Friend ; 
they were more Afraid than 
Glad. 


acob and his Sons joy'd but lit- 


CHAP. V. 
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The things of the World muſt be | « 
20 maiter of our -inordinate i 
Deſire, or diſtraFing Care 0h t 
get, 


Firſt, No matter of, our Di- 


ftrafing Care. 
m_ y y nothing ; viz, for no- 
thing, but only to caſt 

away Care; yet fo, as to calt it | 

x Pet.s.7 upon God who careth for us. He 
undertakes for the burden of 
Care, and we muſt do the Duty 
ofit. His Care for us may make- 
us leſs diffident, but muſt not l-{] 
diligent 3 for his Providence-p mult} .- 


E -muſt be careful for 
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no more cauſe us to neglect our 
- MW Diligence , than--our Diligence 
- MW makes deny his Providence. By 

relying upon him without it, we 

tempt him, by diſtruſting him in 

it, we deny hims Succeſs and E- 

vents are his, Induſtry is ours, and 
- & muſt no more be neglected, then 

truſted to : For to rely on Provi- 
| dence, fo as to neglect Diligence, 
'K is not Faith, but idle Preſump- 
| tion. 


Gods *Providence wo not whe. Prov! r6, 4 4A 
away Ours. | | 


Secondly, No Matter A our 
tnordinate {NA {2 


All Defires to theſe things are 
not unlawtu}, nor forbid, butthart 
only which 1s inordinate. - We 
may Love and Deſire (for Defire 
is grounded on Love) what is 
-needful for us, ſo it be nat either 
Ine way” :of Anxiety or TnpRes. 
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1. Of Anxiety, F 


There is a twofold Neceflity ; 
one of Subſiſtence, the other of 
Expedience-; ons, relating to our ff; 
Life, the other to the Comforts of 
Life ; one for our being, the other 
for our well being ; one is Abſo- 
late, the other Convenient, but 

| neither Unlawful. We may law- 
| fully (wich Facob) deſire Bread to 
K eat, for we live no more without 
Mat. 44... Bread, thenwe do by Bread alone, 
29: no more without it, than we do- 
without the Word of Gods Power 
and Blefling upon it, and ſo we 
may things for Convenience too, 
as well as for neceſiity, but we 
muſt not be peremptory - in our 
deſires of either, (for, what we ſo | 
ask as Bread, or a Fiſh, may prove 
a Stone, or a Serpent) but reſign 
-our will to Gods, who is engagd 
by Promiſe to ſupply our wants, 
though not to gratify. our-Lyſts, 
| Gen. 28. 20, Facob deſird but Bread to eat,-and || 
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Raiment to put on ( juſt enough 
o bear bis Charges -in the way, 
and to keep him alive in it) Agar proy. 30. 8; 
delird but Food convenient ( a 

Window juſt large enough to let 

Ir fin Light, and keep out Weather ) 

ff © and ſo muſt we 3 as content if we 

r ff have to Neceflity, . though not to 

- | Superfluity ; to Sufficiency,though 

t not to defirez for Food and Ray- Cu & purny 
- | ment are a Chriſtians Riches. fo On 
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t A little is as much as we need, ' © © ® © 
more then we deſerve, and as =: 
much as we ſhould defire. 


The Petition for daily Bread in EY 
the Lords Prayer, is ſet down (as 
> IN is uſually obferv'd) after the great 
* If things relating to Gods Glory, 
| ff and 4t is but one ſingle Petition, 
|| whereas there are many for Spiri- 
| || tual things, inttmating thereby , 

that the motion of our Souls to 
- | the things of the Earth ſhould be 
: Þ hike thar of the Fowls of the Air, 
| Who.on a ſudden come down "= 
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* Some Rules Chap.s. 


the Earth for their Food, and on 
a ſudden fly. up again ; and yet, 
what inſatiable Deſires abound in 
the Hearts of Men £ how anxiouſ- 
ly folicitous are they for their Bo- 
dies? as if there was no God to 
care for them, and how careleſs of 
their Souls, as if he was obligd to 
care for them whether they did or 


no. Living, as if they had no 


4 ka Souls, or none worthy of their 


Care 3 or as if they thought the || 
Earthly Houſe of this Tabernacle, 
their Bodies (like that Building of 
God in the Heavens, the Houſe 
not made with Hands) was Eter- 
nal, and would never be diflolv'd, 
and fall into the Duſt; It 1s too 
much the fickneſs of the World, a | 
Diſeaſe that is become Epidemical, 


the Old, as well as the Young are |. 


ſick of this diſeaſe of the Worms, 
and many die of it 3 a death more 
diſhonourable, and of far more 
dangerous conſequence than (with 
Herod) to be eat up of TR 

Hr 


| fore will not ſtay until God makes 
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for the never dying Worm will 
gnaw them. | 


The Covetous ſhall not inherit the t Cor. 6. 16. 2 
Kingdom of God. 1:6"; 15 


2. Of Injuſiice. 


Murmuring at our Wants, will 
rather withhold than procure the 
Mercies we need ; and rather hin- 
der, than further them (like bot- 
ſterous Winds that keep off the 
Rain) but an undue ſeeking of 
them (07%, in a way of Injuſtice) 
will curſe them to us. The Soul- 
dier fays he will never be Valiant 
that will not venture his Body ; 
and they that will be Rich, think 
they cannot be ſo, unleſs they "SY 
venture their Souls z and there- _ 
x Tim. 6.9. 
them Rich, (which he does when 
he adds his Bleſling ro our Dili- 
gence,) but will make themſelves 
Rich by ſtepping out of his way 
to be ſo, if one way will not do 

Its 
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it, they will try another, if they 
cannot find Riches in Gods way, iſ - 
they will ſeek them 1n the Devils, Il — 
--:->.* An: Evil Covetouſneſs prompts 
* Cui nibilſatis, them to 1t,and Mammon they will 
| nou. have(the moſt potent of all tempt- 
b. ing Devils, as Cornelius Agrippa 
calls it) though it be the Mammon ||| - 
Hab.2.9. of unrighteouſnels. Prodigious 
Fools ! that ( thus ſwallowing 
down Riches ) take down that 
Job 20. 15, Poiſon that they muſt either vo- 
mit up again or die, Labour to 
loſe, and loſe while they gain ; 
loſe in the Conſcience, whilſt they 
get in the Chelt ; loſe their Souls, 
by getting for their Bodies, A 
ſorry Gain, that will neither con- 
tinue long, nor be bleſled while 
it does; for, 


What the Dewils Bleſſing brings 
together, Gods Curſe will ſcat- 


fer. 


Y SOLO | 


Lan Se FA . _ 
©. s KY En a 

VN <4 * [ A y ; » y y 
obo © 04; IR bal”. ie w— wa w— po. wa wt} —_— a. _ 


48 dis x 
Ws KA . - 
: 


SE MA LEE E&>%, pd 
1% Fo .  - 4 
EN ir IO he 13. 3 


D-4 i _ "_—_ __ b 8 
% I - SAC > 
4: » -r Bs + .; $ Et. * 
y ” $2 
"= : hg 


” 
—_— + 


- 


aw 
-_ 
— 


EF L W Cj . 4 
2 2 TY -" 8... Bac 4.7 , —oþ 5 
a" + 2 OS IR ; . £4. x p Wa 
f A VI Pn Bf rg bs Had A % 
ErE» T7 ; OE | 
NS nity denn oats -— b ws >} 
a 0 - uf; 4 x $79 1-5 
Fa ” . » 8 
4 = L £7 bh 
- 
= | 
6 * @* - 
- v 
« , a : 
CEERCTS oy Bb.. - a 


—_ 


I " 
" 
2% 
+ - 
2 
x$ _— 
Þ <0 #0 
——_ IEC cod <P cn » "+,*R 
. 2 Y as Y 
: > , 
% 


, $6.5 


” 0 OT 


1 CHARM 77 


——— mmm—_— gy - FEY 


( 
] ——— k *.,\ 
\ 
J 
1 
J 


The things of the World muſt be 
. ever matter of our "Prayer ſo 


far as needful for us. 23 


Rayer is the beſt means we 
| can uſe, not only 'to pre- 
= vent the evil we fear, and 
either to remove, or ſanCify that 
"I we feel, but to obtain the Good 4 
8 we want;and to bleſs that we have: " 
it cannot bur ſpeed if rightly per- $4 EY 
f formd either for the particular -* Bs 
Mercy deſired, or an equivalent, 
in kind, or vertue, as good, or 
better 5 therefore under all our + 
wangs, we ſhould ſend to Heaven; I 
-or when ever wedelire the World, © EP 
2: we fhould fend this Meſſenger 2 * 
"Ri Go 
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' God the Maker of it, as not 
Anxiouſly careful in any thing; 
ms. 


SQ tpn mu 


t 
' Phil, 4. 6- Praying for every thing whil J » 
careful for nothing. t 
| ( 
Oratio fait S«- Rebecca and Sarmel (a Wite and] Þ 
_ mater. Child of the better fort 5 were | 
3, A *** both obtain'd by Prayer, and they \ 
x Sam.1:20,11 are ever the beſt Mercies (if not ( 
Materially, yet formally and even-Þ \ 

tually) that come this way 3 the 

Evil will be removd, and a Blef- 

_ ſing given with them, ſo that they 
will be cither as pleaſant Food, or 
wholſom Phyſick. 

——_— God gives the * Bleſſing, and we 
=] by Prayer askit. 


They are double Mercies (Ber: | 
Jamins Portions, ) Mercies with an |} | 
overplus that come this way.. .... 


1 Sam. 1.20 Hannah by Prayer obtaind, not 
only a Child, but. a Sor-:(a; Bleb F-- 
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oi fng of the right hand ) and a 
- obtain'd, not only his Life, but 
the addition of a Leaſe of fifteen 
RY years to it, and deliverance for 

the City : and the blind man in the 


Goſpel by Prayer, reapd the dou- John g, 


dj ble fruit of a ſingle Cure, for the 
<|| Eyes both of his body and mind 


yl were opened by it, and Chriſt's yz, eraris 
tf Grant to the Thief on the Croſs, quan pritia. 


was greater than his Requeſt. 


He that deſir'd but to be remem- 
7 berd by him when in his 
Kingdom, went up with hin 
into it. 


. Yea the comfort of thoſe Mer- 
cies enjoy d, is ever the belt. 

| Jacob that got the Bleſſing, but 

| not by Prayer, had twenty years 


of Prayer, was therefore (with- 
-0ut:-which he had not been ſuch) 
-a$pn of Laughter. | 
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; Prophet too. Hezekiab by Prayer Its 38. 5,6. 7 


trouble about it, but Iſaac a child 
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Every Creature, as well as every 
Proce, is Sauitify d by 
7 » 


. Mercies obtain'd this way, will q 
be moſt valued by us, and beſt 
fecurd tO Us. h 


Moſt valued. 


Uſually, what we eaſily come 
by, we (like Children) as eaſily 
part with, but what (with Facob 
F- and Hannah 1n Prayer) we obtain 
E:.- with difficulty, we receive with 
= Thankfulneſs, and uſe with Care. 

eMercies got by Prayer, and E- 

ſtates by Induſtry, are beſt va- 
lued and kept. | 


Beſt ſecured. 
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Not only the being of Mercies, 
but the Duration and Continuance 
of them is from God ; and unleſs | 
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uſe the World.” . 63 
they are this way enſtated, con- 

firm'd, and ſetled upon us, they _ 
will (like Sand in a Glaſs, or Wa- = 
ter in a Sieve }) be Fleeting, and * 
Sliding from us. Prayer is a Re- 
queſt upon Promiſe, and what is 
obtain'd by it, will (as Covenant- 
hold) be [table, and abiding ; as, 


What we poſſeſs by Leaſe, 3s ſarer "4 
than what we have by Trade. -:1 
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Chap.6. how to 


If we would ſeek them, ſo as to 
hnd them, and find them, ſoas to 
be bleſſed in them, 1n all our Re- 
queſts, we muſt aim at Gods Glo- 
-ry, ſubmit to his Will, wait his 
leiſure for them, and beg his 
Bleſiing with them. 


We muſt aim at Gods Glory. 
Pal. 83-10,11« 
David begg'd his Life of God, 
that God might have it (* jn the 7: Sam. I: It, 
uſe) again 3 and Hamnah beggd 
a Son of God, for God ; a Son 
 frqm him, to give unto him. 
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bs Chap. 6. 


All Temporal Bleſſmgs muſt be 
askt for Spiritual Ends. 


We muſt ſubmit to his Will. 


Spiritual things are promisd ab- 
ſolutely, Temporal things conditio- 
nally only, they are not therefore} 
the only things to be ſought for 

Mat, 6.22 (who would deſire all his Heaven 

33 

here) nor 1n the firſt place, either 
of our Time or Afﬀections, before 
other things, nor above them2nor 
too importunately neither, but fo 
far only as they are good and 
needful. Our Deſires muſt not be 
peremptory, nor muſt we tell God 
what we muſt or would have, but} 
leave it to him to chooſe our Inhe- | 
ritance for us, leſt we feel the ef-: 
fects of his Anger, in a withering 
Curſe at the root of our Gourd. 
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othing muſt importunately be 
ſought of God, but God" him- 
ſelf. POE 
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We muſt wait his Leiſure. 


God knows what is beſt for us, 
and the time when beſt for us to 
receive it, he keeps not the fruit 
of his Mercy by him until it is rot- 
ten, nor gives it before 1t is ripe. 
We muſt not therefore think to 
force Mercy out of his hands, by 
an over-haſty deſire of it, but pa- 
tiently wait his time, which 1s a 
due, as well as an Appointed 
time. 


Till 4 Ground is beſt for Seed, 
and then we are * fo bes, 
and receive eMercies, when fit- 


teſt to enjoy them. 


We muſt beg his Blefling with 
them. 


Bread is the ſtaff of Life, but 1. 3. t 
Gad is the Strength of that ſtaff; Mat 4 4 


he feeds us by it, but more, by 
his rmmng upon it. Tt is he that 
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gives a Being to all our Mercies, 
(it is his Ocean that overflows our 
Banks) and it 1s he, and he alone, 
that can givea Blefling to them, he 
can withhold them from us, and 
he can Curſe them to us (as he 
did the Quails to the {/raelites) to 
him therefore we muſt look, and 


upon him only depend, for a ſup- 


ply of what we want, and for 'a 
Blefting upon what we have, 
The firſt is more than he owes 
us (for, Vy our ſins we forfeited 
cur Right to all) but the laſt not 
more than is needfu] for us, for a 
little bleſt, 1s better thari-much, 


yea than all without it. A little 


or nothing with the Blefling is e- 


nough, but all without it as no- 
thing. It concerns us therefore to 
defire, that all our Mercies may be 
ſeaſon'd with the Blefiing ; that 
if we have not ſo much of the 
World as others, yet we may have 
as much of himſelf; the Blefling, 
if not the Inheritance 3 without 


Which, the beſt of the World can 


do 
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do us no good, and with which, Gen. 33. 9,11, © 
the worlt can do us no hurt for, Da , 
then. we are Rich, when under 2 

Gods Bleſſing, 


Efau's enongh was much, Jacob! s 
— was all, 
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CHAP. VIL 
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The things of the World muſt be 


20 matter of our inmmoderate 


Joy. 


OY is theEnlargement of the 

| Heart as delighted in the Ex- 
pettation or Fruition of ſome 

ſutable good, really ſo or ſo ap- 


prehended, of a luxuriant Nature, 


and prone to Exorbitancy : for 


though Spiritual Joy cannot well 
exceed, * yet that which is Worldly 
may, both as to time and meaſure. 
Therefore in the Flood of Profpe- 
rity we muſt have an Eye to our 
Compaſs, that our Hearts may be 
kept within the right Channel. 
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_ Mediocrity does well, but the Res ſri gavs 
a | Exceſs is Vicions. : Seng: © 


Religion deſtroys not our ' AF - 
fections, but only refines them 3 =_ 
( Chriſt took not away the Water 

- | of Purification, but turnd it into 
Wine) 1t condemns not, but al- 

: | lows and encourages our Joy, 

| when 1t 1s not 1n things that are 
not Lawful, nor immoderate in 
them that are. | 


It is not Ifaac, but the Fam thet 
wmſt be Sacrificed. 


When ſenſual Joy abounds , 
danger is at the door 3 (when the 

j} Dolphins play, the Marriners fear 
a Storm) therefore, 1f we would 
have our dead Hearts raisdto Life, s 

we muſt caſt theſe Minſtrels out, Mategs 233 as. 


Senſual Joy layes. a Snare M 
Spiritual. 


When 
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When we are rejoycing, there 
are ſome in Sorrow ; we mult not 
therefore caſt out Compaſſion to 
make room for Joy, nor be fo 
2 Cor. 6. 12. much ſtraitned in our Bowels, * 
when our Hearts are enlarg'd, as 
to forget them that are, Sorrowful, 
while we are Rejoycing 5 but 

Efth. 7.34. When at the Feaſts of Mirth, fend 
9. 22 Portions to them that are in want, 
that (in this ſenſe whilſt they re- 


joyce with us) our Joy may be 

bl -* +1 
al =y There is a Sympathy in Nature, 
We: and therefore ſhould be much 
= more one in Grace. 


That was the beſt Wine, that 
Chriſt turn'd from Water into 
Wine,- and that is the pureſt Joy | 
| that is diſtill'd from Godly. Sor- \ 
:2:22.2. row, and therefore, in;the- midſt 

of our Mirth, we muſt-be ſad at ; 
the remembrance of oar Sins, that 
the Sun of our Joy may ariſe _ | 
of 
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Chap.7, howto ſets World. 75, 
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of the Waters of Godly ſorrow 
for them. 


wh 

fo The mere Sorrow for Sin we let 
x. out, the more Foy we (all take 
4s. in, the Pots that had ihe moſt 
I Water, had the moſt Wine. 
It 


d | Welivein a Miſerable World, 
- | where Happineſs and Miſery, Joy 
- | and Sorrow (like Facob and Eſau) 
> | tread upon the Heels of one ano- 
4 ther. It concerns us therefore to ox 
rejoyce, as if we rejoyced not, for , cox. 9. 30. 4 
at the beſt it is but a Feaſt of Ta .. -. wo 
bernacles. "Y 


It is folly to rejoyce overmuch in 
any thing, in which we cannot 


rejoyce long, 


y Worldly Joy when immoderate 
layes a Foundation for Sorrow 3 
Benjamin prov'd a * Benoni, and Gen: 35. Y 
our Idol will become our 'Tor- 
ment, it will either be broken 1n 


Picves, or continue as a Sting, re- 
main 
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main as a Curſe, or be remoy'd in 
Wrath. 


Wo be, either to the Idol, or 
{dolater. 


God mult be the objet of our 
chiefeſt Joy ; other things may be 
the matter of our occaſional Joy, 
but God only muſt be our ſubſtan- 
tial, and exceeding Joy. There- 
fore, in the midſt of our Joy, we 
muſt not ſo far forget our ſelves, as 
to forget him the object of our 
chiefeſt Joy ; (the gladneſs of our 
Joy 3) for it is as much our Duty 
to Rejoyce in him, as it is to Truſt 
in him; and if we rejoyce in any 
thing more than in him, we ſhall 
never be made joyful by him. 


Laughter becomes not ſuch Fools, 


22or is the Oyl of Foy prepar 4 
for their Heads. 
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CHAP. VIII. 


Ee a 


: The things of the 'J from the 
, greateſt to the leaſt muſt be ever 
matter of our "Praiſe. 


Eaven and Earth Praiſe Pfl. 109. ,,” 
God. 9,16, p 
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The Heavens, v7z. 


The Celeſtial and Higheſt Hea” , 
VENS. 


Angels and Saints, the Glorious 
Inhabitants there, in that Heaven- 
ly Quire continually Praiſe him 3 

' their Note is, Alelujab, Salvation 
aud Glory, Honour and Power 1s 
to the Lord our God. 


Rev. 19» 


The 
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The Upper Heavens 


The Sun, Moon, and Stars of | by 
Light Praiſe him, the Father of  * 
Lights by whom they were made. all 


Co 
| The loweſt Heavens 3 He 
E- 2 the 


The Fowls and Meteors there- |of 
in Praiſe him who in his Wiſdom |P0 
made them ; no lefs wonderful in {4 
their Nature than Variety, _ In 


The Earth: ( which includes - 
both Sea and dry Land) Praiſes Þ*® 


him, 
» 


The Sea. 


The Great Water-work of God, \ 
and all the Scaley Inhabitants that 


trace the Liquid Paths of that Wa- 
tery World. 


The dry Land. 
The Footſtoo! of God, and hs 
| Boi 


Fre 


be vs "7 


| TI "Y bot to or the mol. CE, 


| re: thereof Praiſes him, who 

laid the Foundation thereof by his jor _ 4. k 

Power, and' eſtabliſhed the World CIOs 
by his Wiſdom. 

8 The Heaven of Heavens, and | 

all the Inhabitants in that Celeſtial 

Countrey, the upper and lower 

Heavens, with the Hoſt thereof, 

the Sun, Moon, and all the Stars 

of Light, Fire and Hail, Snow, Va- pal. 48.2.3, - 

pours, Stormy Winds, and flying 47 

Fowl declare his Glory, and ſhow 

his Handy-work, the Earth and the 

things contain'd thereih, Moun- 

tains and all Hills, Fruitful Trees 

and all Cedars, Beaſts, and all - 

JCatte), Creeping things on the _-_— 
Farth, Dragons, and all Deeps " 

Praiſe him, the Sea Roars, and 

the fulneſs thereof, the Mountains 

$kip like Rams, and the little Hills 

like Lambs, the Floods clap their 

Hands, and the Hills rejoyce toge- 

ther, and in all, praiſe him whoſe 

Name alone 1s Excellent,and whoſe 

Glory.is above the Earth and Hea- 


vens. 
= Thoſe 
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Some Rules Chap.s, 


Thoſe Creatures that have no 
Tongues, yet Praiſe him with ſuch 
obedient Teſtimonies as their in- 
ſenſible Natures afford, There is 
E no Speech nor Language, where 
2 their Voice is not heard, their 
$ line is gone out through all the 
Earth, and their Words to the end 
of the World. And thoſe that 
— have Tongues, thoughno Reaſon, 
 PlaL19.3,4] yet praiſe him with thoſe natural 
. Organs, how much more then 
3 ſhould Man who has a Tongue, 
I (a Vocal Inſtrument) Reaſon to 
guide his Tongue, a Rule to di- 
ret his Reaſon, and Mercy toob- 
lige it, abound in praiſe, which 1s 
a Heaven upon Earth, and will be 
the work of Heaven to all Eterni-| 
ty, but no work of ours there, un- 
leſs begun by us here, ' 
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None but wicked men on Earth, | 
Devils and Damned Spirits in| tc 
Flell deny it. el 


We can never ſufficiently praiſe] 
| God: 
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o | God, ſhould we live everlaſtingly 
| todoit, nor add any thing to him 
- | by it ; for he was Eſſentially Glo- 
s | rious. from all Eternity, before 
there was either an Angel in Hea- 
r | ven to praife him, or a man upon 
e | Earth to ſpeak good of his Name; 
1 a declarative Honour indeed it is, 
tf] that ſo many Millions of Angels, 
, | and Glorify'd Saints are about his 
1] Throne, aſcribing Bleffing and 
nf} Glory, Thankſgiving and Hon. Kev. 7. 12. 
, | our to him thar fits upon it, but 
of a greater Honour it is, that he 
- | does not need. it ;; for he is higher Ne. g. 5. 
-f| than the Praiſes of Heaven and 


s| Earth. 

el . | 

-j His Praiſe may be made Gloriozs, 

I- ( make his Praiſe Glorious ) P!a!, 66. 2. 


but his Eſſence cannot. 


1,1 - Our higheſt Praiſes are rothing 
to our meaneſt Mercies, and Icis 
than nothing to the Giver of them, 

who, though ſometimes . pleaſed 

- with them; is at no time profited 
TY _ by 
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by them, yet it 1s-our Duty to 
Praiſe him ; for, as Tranſcendent- 


higheſt Obje& of our Praiſe, and 
it is due to him for his own Excel. 
lencies, and continually due, ( for 
Eſſentially Glorious) ; Due,though 
we never had received any Mercy 
from him but our Firſt Being, . but 
doubly due, and the more oblig- 
ing ſince we have; viz. to him as 
a Glorious God in himſelf, and as 
a Gracious God to us 3 as the 
chief Good in himſelf, and as con- 
tinually doing Good to us. It is 
He, more than the Clouds, that 
affords us Fruitful Seaſons 5 He, 
more than the Earth, ( that boza 
Dea as the Heathens call'd it) that 
gives us plenty ; He, more than 
either our Power, or Policy, that 
continues our Peace 3 He, more 
than Bread, that keeps -us 1n 
Health ; and He, more than Phy- 
fick, that Cures us when fick, He 
in theſe, and He, more than theſe ; 


fox 


% ue ” x7 
- - 
» '% 
x" 
4 5 


ly Glorious in himſelf, he is thefſ 


as he ever was, ſo he ever will bef 
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Cauſe works more than the Inftru- 
_ mental and Particular. He only 
is the Author of our Mercies; and 


and muſt return the Praiſe of all to 


| his own, and our Honour it 1s, * Chro. 29.14. 


for the Efficient and Univerſal 


he only muſt be the Objed& of our 
Praiſe 3 we receive all from him, 


him. [Not to our ſelves, but to 
him 3 not to others, but to him, 
and to him alone 3 the Father of 
Mercies, through Chvitt the Son 2 Cor. 13. = 
(the Mediator 'of our Praifes as Eph. 3- 20+ <2 
well as Prayers) we muſt as obe- , 
dient Children offer up the Sacri- 
fice of Praiſe, and this, not only for ' 
our Mercies, but for our 'Prarſes- 
too; for, we are Debtors for 
both, can give him nothing but 


and not his, if he will receive it 
from us. 


| The Rabbins F: 23 that Moſes was 
kept out of Canaan, becauſe he 
ons too much to himſe, if. 


ll Mercics are not ahke (no 
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ter than others, though the leaſt 
too great for us. They, muſt 
have a Selah, a mark of ſpecial ob- 
ſervation ſet upon them, and theſe 
muſt have an obſervandum too, 
They in an eſpecial manner muſt 
be remembred, but Theſe muſt not 
be forgotten 3 They muſt have 
high Praiſe in Ditty, and Tune; 
an Elah, a Song of the higheſt 
ſtrain attend them ( the Fews in 
the Paſſover had a great Halely- 
jab) and theſe muſt have a Song 
- of Praiſe too. They, a eMagni- 
ficat, and Theſe a *BenediQus ; 
for, 


God will be praisd (as the He- 
brews ſap) #1 the leaſt Emmet, 


or Ginat, as well as admired in 


the Sun, Moon, and Stars, 
and magnify d in the Elephant 
and Leviathan. | 


The Thaelites had, not” only 
their Feaſts of Praiſe once in an 
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Age (a year of Jubilee );/ every ſe- 
| | ven years (the Sabbatical Year; 
' | once ina year,(the Feaſt of Trum- 
||} pets); once in a quarter of a year 
(the Feaſtof Dedication );once in a 
' | Month (the Feaſt of New Moons); 
"| once in a Week (every Sabbath ); Joh. 10. 22: 
but once in a Day, yea twice 3 
| both morning and evening, in 
' | Publick; at ſet times and charge, 
they Praiſed God. 


And all Davids Pſalms are ei- E 
"|| ther Hoſarnab's or Hallelnjah's, vis. yg, g, i, 29, 
Prayers or Praiſes 3 the one for 25. = 
Mercies needed, the other, for oo. y 
Mercies receiv'd: And ſo muſt the | 
daily Service of our Lives be z 
| 25z. either Supplicatory for what 
we want, or Gratulatory for what 
we have. The want of Mercy 
muſt ſend us Prayer, the receipt 
of Mercy to Praiſe. Since then, 
we have not only our firſt Being, 
but our continual Being from God; 
G 3 and 
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and not only our Being, bur. our 


well Being too. We mult Praiſe 
him while we have our Being, 
ſince we fit daily at the receipt of 


new Mercies,are fed tothe full, and 


all upon Free-coſt, and are daily 
bleſſed by God, we muſt in every 
thing give thanks, and at all times 
be bleſſing of him, as unſatisfyd 


with the leaſt Mercy without it, - 


as' we would with the greateſt, 


:.:- "Without him the Giver of it. 


 Euchariſtical and *Peace-offerings 
were to be as Conſtant, as Ex- 


piatory and Supplicatory. 


It is lookt upon as a Check to. 


Jacob ( whom the Rabbins- call 
DOIOYUNE m_ when God bid 
him go up to 'Bethel, to pay his 


Vows, as if he had either forgot 


to do it, or was unwilling to it, 
but it was Z7er's Glory, that there 
Praiſe waited for him ( Praiſe 


waiteth for thee, O God, in Zion.) 
There It was due, and it 1s every . 
_ where” 
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Chap. 8. how to uſe the World, $7 
where elſe, in all places, and at . 
all times, and therefore muſt al- 2M 
» | ways wait for him,not he for that ; "0 
f | nor is it fit he ſhould, (though 
{ .] ſometimes he does, and goes with- | 
| out it) for it is the Glory due un- Pll. 29. 2. 
' | to him. | 
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1: 3s due at ſight, the Debt 3s pre- 
| ſent pay, and we are not juſt, K 
zf we deny him his due,or with- ES 


hold it from him, 


The Tongue is the beſt Inter 4 
preter of the Mind, and Mans pj; 108. 7, © 
. Glory ; not only as his Preroga- = 
tive above other Creatures, by 
this to expreſs his Mind, but as 
an Inſtrument ordain'd for Gods 
Praife, in the advancement. of 
which, his chief Glory conſiſts. 
It is his Glory, as it is the Glorifier 
of God ; but yet, the Heart muſt 
bear a part, and the chiefelt part 
with. it in the Song of Praiſe. 
There muſt be an Ame to our 
Praiſes, as well as to our Prayers, 
FA +& h G 4 and - 


OR I ED 


BET Mt ROE a — A 


ge ag s. 


' and therefore, whilſt we bleſs with 
b - - .our Lips, we muſt not forget to. 
” Pal. 103.1. fy Amen with our Hearts. a 


The fuller the Qujre, and the 
deeper the Belly of the Inſtru-  \ 
ment, the louder and. ſweeter - ( 

_- -. * the Muſick : 5 and the more « 

-W there is of the heart here, the | 

better. 


- 2. We2 a6 
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By offering Praiſe we glorifie 
God, and by ordering our Con- 
verſation aright, we Praiſe him. 
Therefore when we Bleſs with our 
Lips, we muſt not Curſe with our 
Lives, but Live to his. Praiſe as 
well as ſpeak to it. 


They that live beſt are ever m0 
thankful. of þ 


This will, 


1. Evidence our Upriohtnef.. 
2. Continue the Mercies we tine. 
3. *Procure the Mercies we wank. 
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to. I. Jt will Evidence our. Upright- 
_ meſs. 


he David (as St. Chryſoſiom ſayes) 
/- | was therefore calld a Man after 
” |- Gods own Heart, becauſe a man 
e | of ſo much Praiſe, his P/al-zs of 
e Praiſe are twice as many as thoſe 

of Prayer. This was ( as one 

ayes) the chief String of his Harp, 


> E the ſweeteſt compound in his In- 
cenſe, and the beſt Odour in his .M 
| | Sacrifice: and Praiſe is comely for pg. 33; w Tj 


the upright, it is their Honour,and | 58 
it 1s their Badge and Cognizance \ - 
too, :not only their Duty, but 
their Practice ; for Uprightneſs 

\ tends to it, as Waters to the Sea. 
All can receive Mercies, ( as Har- 
zibal knew how to get Vidories, 
but not how to uſe them ) but the 
Upright only fo as to be thankiul 
for them, all have cauſe to. praiſe 
God, but they ny: have Hearts 
TE do it. 
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Neceſſity may ſend ws to *Prayer, 


Ws, but Oprightneſs leads to Preiſe wi 
J as naturally, as the Sparks [ty 
upward, 
1s 
2. It will continue the Mercies W 
we have.  [v 
W 


All the Patents of Gods Mercy | p 
are Conditional, though he gives Ill ic 
Mercy to us, yet he reſerves a ſt] 
power (a right in himſelf ) to Ec 
| Duraxte bore continue, or remove tt as he fees iff o 
þ Matite. fit. Unbelicf withholds the Mer- 

E cies we need ( not for want. of 
power in God to give, bur diſpo- 
ſition in us to receive). Ingrati- 
tude will remove what we enjoy, 
Faith will fetch 1n what we want, 

and Gratitude will continue what 

we have ; by that we'thall recerve, |* 
by this, we ſhall be happy and 
enjoy. 


Faith 3s FE 'Price, and Praiſe 
zs the Ruit-rent of all, - 
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2 Js It will procure the /Hercies 


Thankfulneſs for what we have, 
£ is the beſt method to procure that 
| which we have not: We are ne- 
ver thankful: for one Mercy, but 
weſtore up another by it. Va- 
pours, firſt aſcend, and then des 
(cend 3 and every Breath of Praiſe 0ptima petirio 2 
that aſcends,returns in a new Mer- nm? # 
cy to us, ſo that whilſt Gratitude dcenſus grtiee 7 
| goes up, Mercy will come down. hy - 
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A good Pay-maſter ever makes a 
good * Borrower. 
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Some Rules 


CHAP. IX. 


The things of the World muſt be - 
cautelouſly uſed, and FRO - 


7mproved, 


Firſt, They muſt be Cantelonſly © 
uſed. 


Here is but little in the 
World, but we either find, 
_ or make a hinderance to 
us in the work of Religion, Wiſ- Bt; 
dom therefore muſt dire& us to 6 
forbear Lawful things ſometimes, Ic 
that we may have the greater po- L 


wer over thoſe that are Unlaw- 6 
ful. 


ie 


hind our Lawful Enjoyments, to 
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Chap.9g. . how to uſe the World. 


We may kill our ſelves with Food, 


and do our ſelves good with 
"Poiſon. 


The Devil hes in Ambuſh be- 


entrap 'us, and uſually tempts us 
more to an Exceſsin Lawful things, 
than 1n thoſe that are not, and 
thereby deſtroys us, as Agrippina 
kill d Claudizs by the Poiſon ſhe 
put into the Meat that he lov'd 
molt. 


The more an Enemy is loud, r _ — t 
the leſs he is ſeen, the more 3 
dangerous he is, 4 


It is eaſie paſſing from what is Ss in Wiczzis 2 
Lawful, to that which 1s not ; {L NOp *q 
from Frugality, to Covetouſneſs ; /icatis cant? 16 |} 
from Neatneſs, to Pride 5 from 
Lawful Mirth, to Wantonnelſs ; 
from the uſe of a little Wine to 
cure the Infirmities of the Sto- 
mach, to an abuſe in the Exceſs, 


that 
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E that will rather Jncreaſe, than 

i*- Cure them : (The Gregers began Nb1 

b with little Cups, and went on to th 
greater) as it is eaſie in Proceſſion ©: 

'to go beyond the bounds 3 there- it 

7 fore we muſt take heed that we go Þ ar 

—s not tgxthe utmoſt Limits, ke 


"By. doing all that we may, we ſis 
* Pay #f laſt do ſomething that NE: 
we ſhould not. ba 


EE par. 24. 38. Eating and Drinking, Marrying f ch 
E.. and giving in Marriage in the days I gc 
E. of Noah, were not things evil in fcc 
© Tak.10.40,41. themſelves; nor earth's Hoſpi- | ar 
& tality (for: if ever it was -Lawtful Jth 
to neglect a Sermon to prepare a far 
Z...... . Dinner, it was ſurely then forſuch 

EF.” ..... . + Gueſt as Chriſt) but both were 

£2. occafionally ſo; one, as leading } (a 
$4 3 toSenſtality, and that, to a'dif- 
regarf] of that defolating Jadg- 
ment coming upon them';.the”o- 
ther, as diſtracting her Mindg/andtÞ -- 
diverting her thoughts, that: then 
might, and ſhould have been bail 
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ter employ'd. Nor is it the Uſe. 
but the Abuſe of Worldly things 
that we are forbid, becauſe of the 
danger that may ariſc to us by it, 


- 'JIt was Oxen boughr, not ſtoln ; 
and a Wite, not a Harlot, that Luk. 134 


kept them in the Parable from 
coming to the Wedding Feaſt, It 
is not Poiſon, but Food ( 1n the 
Exceſs) that kills moſt, not the 
bare, but unlawful uſe of Worldly 
things that does us all the Mife 
chief; it is eaſily done,and of dan- 
gerous conſequence when 1t is, It 


concerns us therefore to be Wile, 
and Cautious in the ufe of them, 


that they may tend to nouriſhment 
and preſervation of our health. 


We muſt come to our 'Food 
(as Auſtin ayes he did) as to'our 
Phyſick, leſt we make Food for 
our oats out of it. 
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= We muſt put a Reſtraint upon 

F .Pſal.2. 11 our Lawful Mirth, Rejoyce withſ. 

Prov. 44-13 Trembling, leſt the End of that 
Mirth be Heavineſs. | 


A Sorrow, greater than our Foy. 


When (wimming in Pleaſures, 

we muſt ſound the depth of the 

Water, and keep our head above 
x Tim.6.9. it, leſt we be drown'd in Deſtru- 
| tion. 


Like the Fiſh ſwimming in the 
(ver Jordan, that on a ſud. 
den are carried down into the 


dead Sea. 


We muſt buy as not poſleſling 
(keep to the Rule } leſt we buy 
_ dear, and ſel] cheap, 


As Judas, who bought his Dam- 
nation, when he fold his Ma- 


ter. 
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fowl to Met the World. ” 


Anduſe the things of he World 
ſo as not to abuſe either them or 


our ſelves, in making them a hin- 


derance, in our Love to, our De- 
fire after, our Attendance upon, 
and our Joy and Delight in the. 
things of Heaven. _ A 


It is a happy Houſe where Martha 
complains of Mary, or becomes 
ſerviceable 10 her. 


2. They muſt be faithfully im- 
provd, 


We muſt not altogether lay up 
for our ſelves, but lay out by uſing 
what we have in a way of Service 
to God, as well as Benefit to our 
ſelves,and i it will be ſo to us, when 
ſo uſed for him, 


We are enricht by giving to other's, 
and at once, both pleaſe God, 
and profit our ſelves. 
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The Oxe and the Afs ( of all |Þ cc 

XZ Brutiſh Creatures, the moft heavy 

” If. 1.3 and dull) pay a kind of Homage 

EE + to their Feeder, the Clouds return 

the Vapours exhal'd in. ſhowers, 

_ and the dull Earth a Crop to him 

+ eat Tilld it. How much more 
then ſhould Man. in whom Aﬀectti- || ar 
ons-are planted, ſutable to every || ci 
Condition, and Graces to every || a1 
Aﬀection, to whom a time is al- || th 
lowd for the exerciſe of every || th 
Grace, and Mercy given to oblige | ar 
him,make a ſutable return to God, || th 
according to what he has receiv'd || at 
from him. q hi 


 . - Nothing is ſo mean or contemp- || 01 
'tible, but may be put to ſome uſe, | tt 
( Spirits may by a Limbeck be || be 
drawn out of Dregs ) nor any | tt 
Mercy ſo mean, but we may, and | m 
in Reaſon ought to be Serviceable 

- by it to God the Supream Donor, |. 
the leaſt obliges to it, and the} 
leaſt (' where no more is given.) I 
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when ſo improv'd, ſhall be accept- 


+ 


na TM 
6 ER CRT 2% he bk 
Feet 
£38 
- 4s 
428 


+ 
- SESE.,. 
- a, 
5 


11 ed of him. 4 
Yi -2 
el The plenty of the Widows Love, Luk. 21. 44 © 
n was more regarded than the 
s, Perry of her Gift. 
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ef| Gods the great Proprietor, we yo, 2. 5, 9. 
- | are but Stewards ; he gives Mer- 
y | cies to us, but he does not give 
y | away, but reſerve his Title to 
- { them. The- Corn and the Wine, 
y || the Wooll and the Flax, the Gold 
e || and Silver, the Lands, and Houſes, 
, | the Parts and Strength we enjoy, 
and whatever elſe we have, are all 
I his: they were his, before they 
were Ours 3 they are his when 
- | ours 3 his, more than ours ; for 
, | they'are only ours, that they may 
| be his again, 27s. ours for uſe, that 
| they may be his: for improve- 
| | ment. 


| By unlawful means of getting, we 
|  / ſteal them frone God, and by 
Jaw nnlawful uſe, detain them, 
; 0G H 2 and 
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God bis made the Poor to try . 
the Rich 5 the Rich, to relievel ] 
the Poor; ( as ſome Fields have 
Corn for the ſupply of them that r 
_ lie Fallow). He is Rich in Blef 
ſing, that they may be Rich in 
2 Cor.9.11,12. giving (enriched in every thing 
Prov. 3.10. tO all bountifulneſs) and fills their 
. | Barns with Plenty, and their r 
2 Job3.15 Fouſes with Gold and Silver; 
E:- not that they ſhould only eat and 

be filld, but, that when full Oey . 
ſhould run out for the ſuppl 
Deut.26.12,13 others, that they may wig led 
- tO. 


Where tak#ngs are great, there the 
Rent is great. 


It 1s Gods Honour, that hecom- 
municates of his Goodneſs Gb he 


of our Faith) and it will: be 0 
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& [7 Honour to be fotoo, he maketh his Mar. g. 44, 55: 
Sun to riſe on the Evil, and on 2 

+yf the Good, and ſends Rain on the "3 

'J Juſt and on the Unjuſt, the Foun- | & 


"© tain of his Goodneſs ſtands open 
ve 
ah 0 all, and ſo muſt ours, 7z. ro 


of, Enemies, as well as Friends ; and 

to the Evil, as well as the Good. 

"of [he Good, muſt in an eſpecial 

bf manner be regarded ("eſpecially 

to the Houſhold of Faith) but the Ga. 5. to. 
Evil muſt not be forgot 3 their 

Nature muſt be relievd though 

ay not their Luſts, and their Perſons 

/ indulg'd, though not their Sins, 


of 

ed To ſtarve the Sin is Kindneſs, 
the Man is Murder. 

he 


A ventle Shower is enough for 
the Earth that is moiſt, but a grea- 
a. | {cr is needful for thar which is dry 
and hard. A little will ſerve 
wheae no more is wanting, but 
: where more 1s needed, there, as 
| well as where much is given,much 

4 Wl de required. . Proportiona- 
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bly therefore .to what we have, 
and others want, muſt our boun- 
ty be. 


Tachenus his Garment will not 
ſerve Goliath's Body. 


We are not bid to give away 
all, nor muſt we withhold all ne1- 
ther ; if we have two Coats we 
may keep one for our ſelves, but 
we muſt not keep both, if there 
are any that have none. We are 


not to undo our ſelves by our 


Charity to others, nor is there any 
great danger we will (by this, we 
ſhould act Cruelly to our ſelves, 
by ſhowing Mercy to others, and 


appear, rather in the number of 
Foois, than the Communion of] 
Saints) ; nor yet, to let any Periſh} 
through a negle& of it; we are} 
not bid to give above our Ability, | 


nor muſt we below it, but accord- 
10g to It ;- yet, better it is to be 


willing ( with the eMacedonians) 


beyond our power , than able 
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(with har Nabal) beyond our 
Will, or rather want ( with the 
Widow) then let the Treaſure be 
unſupplyd. 


"t 
It was not the Fat, but Lean Sa- 
crifice that was an Abomina- 
: In two things we are ( as the 


Philoſopher fayes ) like ro God, 
viz, m ſpeaking Truth, and 1n 
beſtowing Benefits. 


He is Mercifal, (for, he is the | 
Father cf Mercies) and fo are his : 
Children Merciful too, for, they 
are Veſlels of Mercy, viz. both 
Paſlively and Adively, ſuch as 
have receiv'd Mercy ; and ſuch as 
Veſſels when filld, run out in 
Mercy to others. 


God is the Fountain of Mercy, 

and all the Streams of it flow free- 

- ly and conſtantly, they have been 
Ny ofold, and rin as ſtrong, and-as 


4a "Pa calp 
i. ”; <4 , T4 
ov "4 Y . - % bd 

q ITS - , 

gf ot Es WIN 


4 o 
DB -% 2 67 _ % 
DW Es br $1 
4 Br $0 > er x 1; ,v9 
4 pg ty 
4% 


"IFV SIS. 7 

= i Is Mo IE INIT dt 
**: "ALL * ! 
E<H 


, +: hep 7 aid. / au 1 
VOPR T RS rn I n - WT aca 2 I. b WY = bl - 5 - SL : 
m7 non agg” od fg NS Ee. "0 : W "0 YM 
+ Wharas's, = © VE» 4646 , ba * pe : = - ON » . 4 ICs 2g 
£ + : IS. _ Sr = Xx5. , * + "$4 
: ew ” > c3 jan 
co . k, 
! —_ R— | - 
4 a3 
of - 


freſh now as ever, .and ſo muſt the 
ſtreams of our Mercy too, if we 
would appear as the Children of 
him our Heavenly Father, iz. 
Freely and Conſtantly, 
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1. Freely. 


1 > nquoirny We muſt ſhow Mercy with our 
| quan paris Hearts, as well as with our Hands, 
as willing,and ready to it, as glad, 
that we have any thing to give, 
and more ready to it, than they 
that need, can be, either to ask, 
or receive it : As Archiſelaus,who, 
when he ſaw his Friend in want, 
and baſhful, conveighd Money 
under his Pillow, that he might 
ſeem rather to Find than to Re- 
celve. 
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Our Charity muſt not be forcd 
from ws, but given by us, gi- 
ven, not bought, as the Charity 
of many is, who make the needy 
buy # with their Tears, and 

many 
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many times pay more for it, 


ve than it is worth. 
of il | | 1 
A 2, Conſtantly. _ : - 


All Gods wayes areMercy, and 
ſo muſt all ours be too, not- at 
ſometimes only (like a Miſers 

r | Feaſt ) but at all times; while 
> | Living, as well as when Dying ; 
, | and in both, as we have an op- 
| portunity, and Abilicy. . 

Sampſon's Lion afforded no 
Meat, until dead, and they are 
the worſe Beaſts of the two that 
are not good till then (like ſome 
fruit, never goodull rotten) they 
give nothing but what they cannot 
keep, nor pntil they cannot 3 and 
what is rather ſurrender'd than 
oven; taken from them, rather 
than given by them : For, though 
it is ſomething by their Teſtament, 
It is nothing by their Will, 
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The Eagle knows hers by the Ee, Oculis zncomie 1 
and God his by the Hand g T_ | 
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Some Rules Chap.s, 


the Ebert Mans deviſeth L. 
beral things, 


+ * eProv. 13-24. There isa keeping to loſs(there 
b is that withholdeth more then is 
meet, and it tendeth to Poverty) 
and. there is a .giving to Gain : 
(there 1s that ſcattereth, and yet 
increaſeth_) Scattering for God, is 
like ſcattering Seed on the ground, 
that tendeth unto an increaſe (as 
3 _ Beaſts of old increaſed by Sacri- 
is cing )Givins to others,is a ſtoring 
E —7 nay gx up jS) our ky Taking bom 
3 — 7008 the Heap, is adding toit ; and by 
_ being Benefators to others, we 
are-greater to our ſelves. What 
1s given to the Poor, is Lent 3 and 
that, not to a Bankrupt, that can- 
not repay. it, but to God, the 
High Poſlefſor of Heaven, and 
Earth, that can 5 (for the Earth 
is his, and the falneſsthereof) not 
to one that is diſhoneſt, and will 
not, but to God, that is Faithfat 
(as Faithful as God) and will 3 tt 
15 no deſperate Debt, for it 1s lent 
| | __ upon 
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+Yupon Bond to God, that ſtands | "2 
Principal in the Bond, and needs 2 
none to be bound with him to 

reEſecure it 3 for his Truth in the 

5 FPromiſe is ſecurity enough (above 

any enſuring office.) what he bor- Prov. xg. 27; 

* rows, he will repay to the full, 

ti yea, with an overplus ; an Inte- Marth. 25.40 


Deus ſe tx credia 
s Ercſt, more than the Principal, a ;,, A—_ 


, hundred- fold ; Uſe upon Uſe: feir. 
S ENot Ten 1n the Hundred, but a 
” Hundred upon One, and preſent 
> ſpay too ; for itisa Hundred-fold 


in this Life, viz, either in Kind, 
or Vertue. And if that is not e- 
nough, the Promiſe ſuper-adds in 
the World to come Life Everlaſt- 

ing. Mercy, in a time of need, 

Mercy, when we ſhall moſt need 
and deſire it, New Wine in the 
i [Kingdom, for a Cup of cold Wa- 
Iter ; a Feaſt, for broken Meat ; 
and Everlaſting Life, for fupport- 
$ing the Temporary and Frail Life 
df the Poor and Indigent. 


| They 
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Some Rules Chap.o. 


They that are afraid to be Chari- 
table, either are afraid they 
ſhall be Happy, or unwilling to 
be ſo. 


How great then is their Sin, who 
inſtead of Honouring God with 
his Mercies, Diſhonour him by 
them ; uſe them, either as Means 

Pothiani auri, Or Motives to Sin, and ( Parthian 

ergentiquenullis ike) fight againſt God with his 
nfs in arms 

was eſt own Weapons 3 who no ſooner 

| __ get their Portion, but ( with the 

Prodigal) become Wanton, and 

Rebel againſt him z make Idols 

(with the [jraelites) qut of his Je- 

wels; and commit Idolatry in the 

Valley, when he is giving the 

Law in the Mount 3 become bold 

in Sin, and mad upon their Luſts, 

becauſe they are not ſurpriz'd in 

them, (like ſome 11] Natures that 

are the worle for Kindneſs) ; uſe 


their 
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their Wealth as Fuel to Luxury 
C the Ruſt of their unſanCtify'd: 
Riches ); their Parts, as Ad- 
| vantages to a more Ingenious 
Ji Wickednes ; their Health and 
Strength in ſubſerviency to their 
Senſual Pleaſures, and their Hon- 
ours, as a Riſe to Pride; Erec&- 
ing a Building for their Glory 
h (as Nebuchadnezzar ) with Stones 
| dug out of Gods Quarry ( like 
TY} Vapours that Aſcend, and cloud 
. | the' Sun that raisd them) feed 
'F their Luſts out of Gods Provi- 
Sf fion for their Fleſh, ( like ſome 
Soil, the more Rank under Sho- 
3 | vers of Rain) z prepare his 
Wooll and Flax for *Baal, (et wc >. 8. 

his Meat before Idols, and pour 

" | out his Wine as Drink-Offer- 

ings to the Devil, whoſe Chil- 
F dren they are, and in this ſo Rom. 13.14 

much reſemble him. | 
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To requite Good with Good - 
is Humane; Ezuil with Good, 
is God-like but to return 
Evil for Good is Deviliſh. 


The things of the World in the 

Want, or Loſs of them, when 

Deny d or Jo With- 
h 


held or Withdrawn, not Gi- 
ven to us, or Taken from v9, 
muſt be no matter of our Diſ- 


content. 


H E Objet&t of Impatience 

15 ſomething Poſitive , 

the Object of Diſcontent 

is ſomething Privative ; one ariſes 

— from the preſence of Evil, the o-. 
ther from the abſence of Good 3; 
That, from ſuffering too much, 
This, from having too little ; and 
Mur- 
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Some Rules Chap. 


Judg. 18. 24. 


Murmuring too often as an effeq 


of both. 


| 

When Evils are upon us, wefſ 
Murmur and Repine, as unwil-F 
ling to bear them 3 and when thef} 1 
Good we either Deſire, or Enjoyſj ( 
is -withheld, or withdrawn, wefſ t 
complain as Undone, greatly la-J| : 
ment their Loſs ( as eAficah did y 
the loſs of his Idols) and ſend ourfſ F 
Hearts away with them, and -there-Þ c 
by become more Miſerable in thef} n 
Loſs, then ever we were Happy] C 
in the Enjoyment of them, Re-ſ| þ 
proach God, a(t contrary to ourſ y 
Duty, the principles of Nature, | a; 
and Grace, and diſcover both our} e 


Pride and Folly by it. 'fn 
1 

We Reproach God. Ne 

6 | W 
None of our Mercies (no morefſ 1c 
than any of our Miſeries ) comef] hi 
by Chance ; it is not Fortune, butſ 91 
God, that has a hand in all, whoſſ G 


isa Law to himſelf, and cannot. 
__ Ee 
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Erre; for, his Will is the Rule of . — 
his Juſtice, and by not ſubmitting E 
to it, we Reproach him : For we, - 
ef queſtton his Soveraignty, and de- +2 
-J ny the Right he has to diſpoſe of E 
ef usas he pleaſes, and in effect ſay 

v1 (Cas they to Moſes and Aaron) Numb. 16. 3. 
ef that he takes too much upon him, 

-| and ſhall not be a God over us, 

af we tax his Wiſdom, and caſt a 

rj Reproach of Folly upon his pro- 

-f| ceedings, as if he Knew not ( or 

ej not ſo well as our ſelves) what 

jj Condition 1s beſt for us, we 1m- 

| peach his Juſtice, as if he did us 

rj} wrong, and kept back our due 3 

| and abuſe his Goodneſs, for in 

rf} effect we ſay, that either he has 

+ | not done, or will not do good 

unto us ; and that he has given us 

nothing, becauſe not ail rhat we 

would _ C wherein haſt thou Mal. r, 2, 
loved us!) And by all, offer the 

higheſt Affront and indignity i ima- 

ginable to him : For, as he is too 


Great to be reliſted, ſo he 1s too 
{ Juſt 
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Juſt to be queſtiond, too Good 
to be ſuſpected, and too Wiſe to 
be inſtruced 3 for he is Infinite in 
Wiſdom, and needs rio Counſel- 
lor, his Soveraignty is uncontrol- 
able, his Righteouſneſs untaxable, 
his Wiſdom unſearchable, and his 
Goodneſs unſpeakable, 


We ave worſe than Devils, if we 
think better of our ſelves, than 
of Cod. 


We att contrary to our Duty; 
tor, 


It is as much our Duty to be 
Content under what we want, as 
to be thankful for what we have; 
and there is great reaſon weſhould, 
tor our Miſcries can never be fo 
great, nor our Wants ſo many, 


but we have ſomething to blcis 
God for. 


Any thing 01 this ſide Het! F 
eMercy, 
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- 
) | Weadt contrary to the princi- 
1 Þ| ples of Nature and Grace. 


v Of Nature. 


$ For Nature 1s content with a 
little 3 at firſt a Cradle contents us, : 
and at laſt, a little Earth for a : A 

e | Grave will ſuthce us, In the Womb : 

2 | (as is uſually ſaid ) one Foot, in 

the Cradle three,and in the Grave 

{ix will ſerve, and therefore, be- 

twixt the Womb and the Grave, 

a little {ſhould pleaſe, and content 


\3S® 


us. 
e 
s| 4 /ittle is enough, too much may 
; be a Snare, 
, 
ol Of Grace. 
4 
| As Nature is content with a lit- 


tle, ſo Grace 1s with leſs, for the 
nobleſt part of it confiſts, in the 
7 Guidance of the AﬀecCtions, that 
Sr they 


"Some Rules Chap.1 10. 


they may not beecarried out to 
wrong Objects, nor inordinately, 
to them that are right and pro- 
per. 


It is neither Nature nor Grace, 
but Luſt that is Ravenors, and 
enlarges its deſire as Hell, 


'Ve JiGover our Pride and 
Folly by it, 


Our Pride, 


Humility and Pride are like the 


two ends of the proſpedive Glaſs, 


one, magnifies the Object, the o- 

ther, leſſens it z Humility, look: 
_ upon every thing given, more 
than Deſert, Pride, onevery thing 
as leſs; that, 1s conterit with Ne- 
ceſ{aries, this, is angry for want 
of Superfluities ; that, defires but 
to live, this, to abound and be 
Wanton ; that, 1s pleas d with one, 
any, or the leaſt Mercy, this, not 
with 
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with a thouſand, nor with any, 
y; "unleſs it has all, a little njatter 
O-F will put Pride upon the fret, all 
Diſcontent is a Child of Pride ; 


for, 


24 Therefore we are angry at Gods 
Will, when it Croſſes ours, be- 
cauſe we are proud, and would 

1d have our own, 


Our Folly, 


It is one thing to have Riches, Al 
F another thing not to want them 3 - 
6 we may want them, while wehave Avaro deeft tam. *: 
OF them, by not being content with 944% quam + 
rs 0: qu0a 101 habtt. > 

thems and be without them and 

I'll yet not need them, by our not 
I defiring them 5 we are Rich, not 
© by poſſefiing much, for we are 
poor in the mid{t of all, unleſs we 
uty are fatisfy'd, but Rich, by need- 
XF} ing nothing 3 for though poor, 2 Cor. 6. 10. 
© weare Rich, if we are contented 
itis Contentment thatgtves Riches, 
for it gives enough, and not to 
3 I-3 have 
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Some Rules Chap.10. 


have much, or to defire no more 
is true Riches, but Riches cannot 
give Contentment, no more than 
Poverty can; they will rather in- 
creaſe our Deſires, than abate or 
reſtrain them 3 and therefore it is 
Folly to ſeek it in them, nor can 
we by our Diſcontent,. either re- 
cal what we have loſt, or procure 
what we woul@ have, and there- 
fore, as great Folly it 1s, to be dil- 
 Quieted at the loſs or want of 
them. A Dwarf, by vexing or 
fretting cannot raiſe himſelf to a 
greater heigat 1n his Body, though 
he may 1n his Mind 5 (not add a 
Cubit to his Stature, though he 
may to his Pride 3; nor. apy by 
their Diſcontent or Frowardneſs, 
when under Want, or Pain, ei- 
ther ſupply or eaſe it, and there- 
fore, the higheſt Folly it is to at- 
tempt it. | 


ihe only | way to have our Will is 
to be ſatisfj'd that God has his. 


We- 
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ot - We have not the fee ſimple of 

2n | outward Bleſſings, they are not 

n- | entailed upon us, but only lent 

or | for a while, The Tenure we 

is | bold them by, is the good Plea- . 
n | ſure of God the Donor, who is 

= our Benefactor, not our Debtor 3 

e | he will call for them again, and 

.. | may ( without any -Injuſtice ) 
whenever he pleaſe, and often 

f | does, that we may receive all as 

r | new Gifts from him again, and 

be brought to a humble acknow- =—_ 
| ledgement of him as our only _— 
Lord, and thankfulneſs to him, 4 
for the Loan of them. 
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God cannot give 4 ſo little, nor 


| ſo ſhort a Poſſeſſzon of it as we 


deſerve, 


God is infinitely Wiſe, and = 
knows what condition 1s belt for _ 
us, he 1s our Heavenly Father, 
and knows what Food to appoint, 
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' our Heavenly Phyſician , and 


knows what Phyſick to preſcribe, 
our higheſt Wiſdom therefore, 
will be to acquieſce 1n his, as wil- 
ling to want, what he ſees good 
ro deny 3 and to ſuffer, what he 
ſees fit to inflict : In every. thing 
oiving Thanks, viz. when poor, 
as well as when Rich; when emp- 
ty, as well as when full. 


' Every wheel moves according to 
the motion of the firſt, and all 


things move orderly above, 


how croſs ſo ever they yo em to- 


210VeC here below. 


Gad wighd raws the leſſer lights, 
that we may behold the Sun ; cuts 
oft the Pipes that we may bathe 
in the Fountain 3 ſtraitens us 1n 
this World, that we may be en- 


larged towards Heaven : 5 makes 


us Poor, that he may enrich us ; 
empties, that he may fill ; denies, 
that he may give unto us 3 makes 
us 


Chap 10. 
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that in him we may poſleſs all 
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us ſorrowful, that we may find 
joy in him 3 and leaves nothing, 


things, yea Inherit them, which is Rev. 2. 5. 
more than to poſſeſs them. - Our 
Wiſdom therefore will be to ſub- 

mit to him, and-not by Diſcontent 

to attempt -the fruſtrating of his 

ends, leſt he diſappoint ours. 


It . is better to loſe all the good 
things of Life, than Godlineſs ; 2 Pex. 1. 3. 
yea Life it ſelf, then either loſe 
God, or abate in our Love to 
him. 


The Heathen faid, if Japiter | 
would give him Riches, he himſelf © 
would procure a contented Mind; re pings = | 
but Contentment 1s no more na- =_ 
tural to us, than Happineſs; nor 
to be found in our ſelves, nor any 
where without pains and difficulty. 
It 1s a Degree beyond Patience, 
the Quinteſlence of it, and harder 
tocome by than Richesz for when 
bg 17-5 we 
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we have them, weare many times 
as far to ſeek for Contentment, 
as we were before we had them. 


St. *Paul learnt this Myſtery in 
Chriſts School not in Gamabel's; 
and the moit likely way to find 
 Wp It, is to ſeek it in Religion 3 for, 
” phil. 4.11. Godlineſs is great Gain with Con- 
x Tim. 6. 6, 7- tentment, not, that the Gain of 

Godlineſs does depend upon the 
condition of our Contentment 
(though indeed there 1s little or 

no Religion without it ) but that 
Contentment is an effet of Reli- 
g10n, an overplus that comes 1n 
with all the Gain that it gives be- 
ſides, (and becomes gain to us as 

it gives it } it has the Promile of 
Life that now 15, and of that which 

is to come, and intereſts us in God, 

in whom, evesy thing defireable 

1N at eminent way 1s to be found ; 
enough, when all ontward Mer- 
Habet omnia qui oe are gone, for he is-vertually 


babet habeniem | 
omnia. all, and better than all, 
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nes 

nt, All is not gone Wy w4s ſaid of old) 

. f| if Cxfar is ſafe, nor any thing 3 
zf God 3s onrs, = 
in T ; 
s; Only this we muſt remember, 


ad | that God will never be all unto us, 
Tr, f| until all without him be as no- 
1-J thing; forif he muſt be all, then 
of | firſt all muſt be nothing, 


he 

nt The Loadſtone draws not where 

DF the Adamant 3s. 

at | 

t- There was a time when we had bw 
nj nothing 3 no Money in our Hands, 4s. HY 
= | nor Meat in our Mouths, nor any E 


AS 3 Cloaths on our Backs, we came 
f | Naked, and empty-handed into 
h theWorld,and after a little whileit 
], | will beſo again. A little 1s enough 
e | while we are here, more than we 
53 | brought with us into the World, 
or {hall carry away 3 and would 
we but conſider, that the World F 
| was made of nothing, and will ere =—_— 
of long 2 
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long be turn'd into its firſt no- 
thing ; that we brought nothing 
into it, and ſhall carry away no- 
thing out of it, we would not be 
much dilquieted at the want ofany 
of thing, but as careful for nothing, 
&-Phil. 4.6 be content with any thing. 


'Betwixt nothing and nothing a 
little may ſerve the turn. 
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| Books lately Printed for Tho. Parkhurſt, at 1 
Bible and Three Crowns Cheaphle,s 
Mercers Chappel. " 


Hundred Sele& Sermons by Tho. Hor ; 
tou, D.D. 

Meditations upon our Saviours Parable 6) 
the Prodigal Son, being ſeveral Sermons on. | 
the 15th. Chapter of St. Lxke-Goſpel, in two. | 
Parts. By Obadiah Grew, D. D. 

Sermons of _— and Temptation, by 
Tho. Froyſell. 4 :; 

Baptiſmal Fonds renewed, being fone 4 | 
Meditations upon Pſak 50. 5, "i 

Cloſet Prayer : A Chriſtians Duty, or a; 
Treatiſe upon Mat. 6. 6. both by Olzzer. Hey 
ood Miniſter of the Goſpel. In OFave. MF 

11. The Converſion of the Soul, or a Dif 
courſe explaining the Nature of that Con} i 
verſion which is fincere, and direding andy 
perſwading all to ceaſe their loving Sin aod4 
Death, and to turn to God and hve. by 
Octave. i | 

2. Touchſtone of Grace and Nature, with: 
Meditations on the Sacrament of the Lords ' : 


Piper. 


F RE mw. Cadalrne of Books, 


FY Diſcourſe of Conſcience, Good or ſl 
R xd, Wherein there 1 1s Heaven or Hell on IC 
E Earth. E 
-- 4. The Spirie of Prayer. | t 


E - The Excellent way of Love among | ; 
- Chriſtians. All Five by A(athaniel Vincent | c 
| Miniſter of the Goſpel. C 
| - Bartons Pſalmes laſt Edition Enlarged. 
Pſalms compared with the Original Text, Þ 
with 26 Non-conformiſt Miniſters to it. ; 
{ _.The Grand Charter granted by Jeſus 
: Chriſt,from eatth. 28. 18, 19, 20. by George || f 
anni ] 
Mr. Tho. Viz cents Catechiſm. ( 
Principles of the Doftrine of Chriſt with 
. their Applications in order to Pradtice, by c 
Ft. Bifeld. 
A Brief M=morial of the Bible, or a Sum- 
5 - mary of the Chief Mottoes contained in every 
> Chapter of the Old and New Teſtament, | / 
' done into Metre for the help of Memory, by { 
I FI C..M. A, In O&avo fricht. 
, A Preſent to be given to teeming Women 
- by their Husbands or Friends, containing 
- Scripture -DireCtions for Women with Child, 
k | how to prepare for. the Hour of Travel, 
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r.fſby John Oliver Miniſter of the Goſpel. In 

1 FOFavo. 4 

| A Serious Exhortation to If Examina- - A 

tion, delivered in five Sermons on the > Cor. 4 

. by Thomas Wadſworth M. A. Miniſter ; I 

| of the Goſpel, ſometimes at Newington FA F 
Southwark. . In OGFavo, 

The difference between the Spots of ebb 

» | Godly and the Wicked, by Mr. Jeremiah | 
Burroughs of Cripplegate. 

Scripture Warrant, ſufficient proof for In- 

2 | fant Baptiſm, being a Reply to Mr. Granthams * 

Preſamption no proof, by Giles Firmin. In | 

OFavo. | 

| Mr. Wadſworth's Remains, being Meditati-. 

* | ons with Reſpett to the Lords Supper, &&c. 

Thoughtfulneſs for to Morrow. 

The Redeemers Teares. 4 

Charity in Reference to other Mens Sins... 4 

All Three by John How, Miniſter of the 

Goſpel. 
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